Dear Friends,

I am a few days late on this newsletter.  I apologize for that, as I just returned from the Ambiente Show in Frankfurt and the Hotelympia Show in London. For the sake of brevity, my comments are as follows:

Ambiente Housewares Show:  Huge, over 10 halls of items that range from Houseware Product to Giftware.  What looked like junk to me was someone else’s treasure.  I sometimes cannot believe the stuff that people buy. By far it was the greatest tribute to China manufacturing on the planet.  Those companies still manufacturing in their home countries will probably be doing so on a TEMPORARY BASIS.  If China was not the source , then India, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the list goes on.

Hotelympia had a new venue this year.  The show moved from the East end of London to the extreme left end. Some great things on display this year – I took a few photos (I apologize for the quality of the photos) that can be viewed on my website. http://dmsintr.com/Pictures/ . The Europeans have a great flair for design, innovation, and style.  With the Pound/Dollar valuation, London was the most expensive I have seen it in 10 years.  The show itself seemed well attended and generally exhibitors I talked with were pleased.

This week we have some tourist numbers on India, Ireland, and Iran (Can you believe that? Iran!).  Also in advance of the Olympics we have Marriott looking at 5-Star hotels in China.  Look at what Pittsburg airport is doing. I wish they all would do this.

Take out cooking replacing home cooking – so what else is new.  I hear that men are doing more cooking than women these days anyway.

The last article is a tax on junk food in the UK.  I should be interesting to see how that will work.

Enjoy and best wishes,

Bill

===================================

Marriott Wants 5-Stars In China's Big Cities – 

=====================================

Marriott International, a US-headquartered worldwide hospitality company, is planning to build more five-star hotels in China's big cities. Daniel Lai, Marriott's area director of sales & marketing, said at a reception marking JW Marriott Hong Kong's 15th founding anniversary Thursday that two new five-star hotels of the group are under construction in the tourism resort in Sanya City of southern China's Hainan Province and Tianjin, a coastal city in northern China. He said, his company has built up 33 hotels in the Chinese mainland and 23 hotels managed by his company gained profits in 2003. The average hotel room occupancy rate in his company's five-star hotels in big cities as Beijing and Shanghai reached 90 percent at present.

================================

Pizza Hut to offer pre-packaged salads 

===============================
Pizza Hut customers will soon be able to order salads with their home-delivered pizzas, the company announced. The pre-packaged salads, which will be supplied by Fresh Express, will start at $2.99.   American City Business Journals/Louisville (free registration) (2/25)

==============================================

Takeout food replacing home cooking for busy Americans 

================================================
More and more busy Americans are turning to prepared foods at takeout counters, where expanding menus mean they can enjoy meals ranging from "Mom's meatloaf" to Indian samosas without the time-consuming hassle of cooking. The trend is convenience, industry observers say.   The Boston Globe (2/25)

===================================================

Pittsburgh airport offering travelers free Wi-Fi internet access 

===================================================
A Wi-Fi network industry group spokesman said Pittsburgh International Airport was "cool" for offering free wireless internet access to its customers, as most airports charge fees to access a Wi-Fi network. The airport's manager, Tony Gialloreto, said the goodwill created by the move helps burnish the airport's reputation for service and innovation.   Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (2/26)

=====================================

Ireland: Record Number Of Tourists Expected – 

=====================================

The hotel industry will see growth this year with the opening of 20 new hotels around the country, following two years of stagnation, when numbers of hotels fell. In addition, the number of new rooms in existing hotels will increase nationwide accommodation to more than 46,000 rooms in 870 properties. Hotels that will open this year include a 225-room hotel at Croke Park, Dublin 1; a 200-room five-star hotel in Killarney, the Brehon, owned by the Gleneagle Group; The Clarion at Liffey Valley in west Dublin will be completed this year and the Clarion Cork, with 192 bedrooms, should be open in December.

=================================

Official Wants To Promote Iran Tourism – 

==================================

Chairman of the Expediency Council Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani called for expansion of tourism industry in the country. Addressing the audience in the second gathering of managers and experts at Iran's Travel and Tourism Organization Monday, he said "we should adopt a fundamental measure to enhance and upgrade the industry in the country." Through proper and comprehensive planning "we will be able to increase the number of foreign tourists visiting Iran to seven million annually", he said. "We have ignored our ample national assets", he said adding that through proper investments the industry will expand markedly in the future. The EC chairman underlined the significant remarks made by the Supreme Leader of the Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on the need to pay due attention to cultural heritage and tourism industry.

================================

Domino's profits rise on Internet orders 

================================
Domino's Pizza reported a 54% rise in pre-tax profit for 2003, including a 48% rise in Internet orders. With same-store sales growth slipping compared with the previous year, the company's CEO said this year's focus would be on opening new stores to maintain sales growth and cost management.   Financial Times (London) (subscription required) (2/25)[image: image1.png]



==========================

UNDER WATER Feb 12th 2004 

===========================

Eurotunnel is trying to head off yet another financial crisis “WITHOUT a doubt, the Channel Tunnel would not have been built if we’d known about these problems,” Richard Shirrefs, the chief executive of Eurotunnel, said this week. Too few people are using the ten-year-old undersea link between Britain and France to repay even the interest on its bloated construction costs, which have left Eurotunnel with some EURO9 billion ($11.5 billion) in debt. So, just as happened with supersonic Concorde, taxpayers are being asked to bail out another Anglo-French transport fiasco.  (Economist)

==========================

India Tourism Boomed In 2003 – 

===========================

A record 2.8 million tourists made their way from various parts of the world to India in 2003, registering a rise of 15.3 percent over 2002. Though this increase is accounted over a low base of 2002, which witnessed the lowest inbound traffic in the last five years at 2.4 million, government officials are upbeat that the figure will cross the 3-million mark in 2004. India's slice in the global tourism pie in the same year amounted to 0.4 percent. The performance is noteworthy when considered against the backdrop of the Iraq war and SARS. It was a year when, globally, holidayers reigned in their travel plans.

=========================

Study touts benefits of caffeine 

=========================
A study published in Annals of Internal Medicine showed consuming more coffee may reduce the risk of developing type 2 diabetes. Comparing coffee drinkers with those who avoid it, the study showed women who consumed more than six 8-oz. cups of caffeinated coffee per day reduced their risk of diabetes by nearly 30%; the risk dropped by 50% in men. Those drinking decaf enjoyed some risk reduction but not the same -- a 25% drop for men and 15% for women.   Prepared Foods (2/1)

====================================

Low-Carb Diet Craze Beefing Up Business

===================================

The low-carbohydrate craze may be helping dieters drop pounds, but it’s fattening the coffers of area businesses. The late Dr. Robert Atkins originated the low-carb theory in 1972, asserting that a high-fat, high-protein diet promotes weight loss by reducing hunger and sugar cravings. Along with his best-selling books, the company that Atkins founded also sells low-carb products.

Last year, programs such as Atkins’ and the similar South Beach diet exploded in popularity, and companies are scrambling to cash in on the trend. “The low-carb industry was worth $15 billion in 2003, and 2004 (values) are estimated at $30 billion,” said Laurie Kuntz, chief executive officer of lowcarbiz.com.

Specialty shops that sell nothing but low-carb products are opening in major cities at the rate of two per week, Kuntz said. Metro Atlanta got its first one several weeks ago, when the LoCarb Superstore opened in Duluth. 

Gainesville has no such stores yet, but local grocers have rearranged their shelves to devote entire sections to low-carb products. Health-food stores have made the same move. “It’s a big thing. It’s bringing new customers into our store,” said Janet Adamson, manager of Austin’s Nutrition Center on Browns Bridge Road. “Probably nine out of 10 of the people who come in here are looking for low-carb stuff.”

Debbie Wilburn, nutritionist with the Hall County Extension Service, thinks the low-carb craze ultimately will run its course. “Any type of fad, when it first comes out, will make money and saturate the market,” she said. “Two years later, we’ll be looking back and saying, ‘What in the world were we thinking?’”

But Brick said retailers learned from the boom and bust of low-fat products a decade ago. With low-carb, she believes consumers are in it for the long haul.

“We think it’s a lifestyle change, not just a fad,” she said.

Source: gainesvilletimes.com

=================================

Dollar's Fall Crimps European Tourism – 

=================================

ROME - As the euro continues to strengthen against the battered U.S. dollar, tourists, businesses and Americans living abroad complain that Europe is pricing itself out of the market. "It has become so expensive it almost makes me ill," says Nancy Oliveira, 55, an American living in Rome on what she says was once a "comfortable fixed income." After Oliveira moved to Rome from San Francisco two years ago, the euro hit a low of 82 cents to the dollar. Wednesday, it hit a new high of $ 1.29 before retreating. The euro fell to $ 1.27 Thursday as the dollar rallied after a government report showed U.S. jobless claims falling to a three-year low. In the past three months, the dollar has declined 11% vs. the euro. Several factors are driving the dollar's fall. Rising concern about the large U.S. trade and budget deficits makes investment in the euro and other currencies more attractive. U.S. interest rates are at a 45-year low, making the return on investment low. The Italian Nat ional Tourist office repo! rts a 15% decline in the number of Americans visiting from 2000 to 2002. Figures are not available for last year, when the euro began its greatest surge.

================================

Britain considers 'fat tax' on junk food
==================================

LONDON, Feb 19, 2004 (United Press International via COMTEX) -- The British government is developing a new "fat tax" on junk food in its fight against growing obesity and related diseases, The Times of London said Thursday. 

Among the items targeted for an additional tax are such fast foods as hamburgers, French fries, soft drinks, potato chips and even whole milk and butter, the newspaper said. 

The move is in response to findings heart disease overtook cancer as Britain's biggest killer and more young people have started developing diabetes. 

The report by the country's Strategy Unit is called "Personal Responsibility and Changing Behavior," and says the number of obese people has risen from less than 10 percent of the population in the 1980s to more than 20 percent now. 

The unit suggests a number of public policy initiatives including a national sports drive, along the lines of the successful "Active Australia" strategy, and lifestyle lessons in school. 

A recent study in the British Medical Journal, also suggested a "fat tax" could help prevent as many as 1,000 premature deaths annually from heart disease in Britain
