Dear Friends,

Well with the tragic bombing in Madrid, time will tell the impact it will have on the fragile tourism numbers in Europe.  At best it raises the apprehension of everyone worldwide in the fear that the ‘other foot’ may drop.  I pray and hope that does not happen.

This week I will be in Mexico and return to Chicago for the International Housewares Show this weekend and into the following week.  I am always surprised at the number of international guests that converge on this city for this show.  One thing of note is the number of products made off shore continues to rise with no expectation of that trend changing.  Consumers are addicted to low price and high quality products fueling the need to seek low cost production by USA manufacturers (now turned distributors).

The newsletter has some very interesting items this week:

Designer Hotels – You have to be kidding me!

Influx of tourists to the EU – Will it last with the Madrid bombing?

The real truth about USA slow job growth – Democrats and Republicans agree on this.

Outsourcing in Prospective:  More white collar jobs are imported to USA than exported.

Health Care plays into slow job growth in the USA.

Is that FrankenLobster or is that Lobster just sleeping?

I included the whole article on this.  Great! – Vanity sizing of cloths.  Are we fooling ourselves?

St. Maarten Tourists – Are they nuts or what?

Wi-Fi and a Big Mac Please!

Macao Hotel rate rising

Can’t afford home ownership – this UK Hotel has the answer.

Look where future job growth will be – Foodservice

Coffee good for Diabetes – But how much do you have to drink to make it effective?

USA Room Rates on the Rise 

Despite the happenings in the region, Dubai Hotel Rooms Occupancy the best ever in 2003

Red Guard Waiters – Not in China!

Argentina – the return of American Fast Food (Finally!)

Thank you to all my associates for sending me content and other ideas for the newsletter.  Luis Fernandez – I promise to include more Latin American news.  


Regards,

William Stella
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=========================

Designer Hotels – What’s next?

========================= 

Giorgio Armani and Emaar Properties have signed a letter of intent for the establishment of an innovative collection of Armani luxury hotels and resorts in Dubai, Milan and other major global cities, it was announced. The Dubai 'Armani Hotel' will be located at Emaar Properties' new Burj Dubai development, the world's tallest residential and commercial building.

Gulf Finance House (GFH), the investment back, is the sole promoter in a $600 million tourism and residential project in Bahrain due for completion in 2007. 
Despite the threat of war in Iraq, investment in the regional hotel sector is booming. Trust Prince Walid bin Talal to pick a winner. No one can forget his continued investment in Citigroup in the mid-1980s, which was a major factor in making the prince one of the world's richest men, with a net worth of $20 billion. Now bin Talal seems to have spotted long-term potential in the Mideast hotel sector, once again defying expectations. 


=============================================

Influx Of Overseas Visitors Expected As EU Expands – 

==============================================

An influx of overseas visitors is likely as new countries join the EU, the UK tourist industry believes. More than 60% of members of the British Incoming Tour Operators Association (BITOA) said they thought EU expansion would benefit UK tourism. The strength of the euro is also likely to boost British tourism, the association added. The positive feeling came as BITOA said that overseas tourist arrivals in the UK in January 2004 rose 1.3% compared with January 2003 - the fifth month running when increases have been reported. Forward bookings also rose 2.8% - the third successive increase.

However having said all of that, it remains to be seen the impact that the bombing on Madrid will have on these numbers.-

====================================================================

Economic advisers to Bush, Kerry blame productivity, not outsourcing, for slow job growth 

====================================================================
BusinessWeek conducts separate interviews with Treasury Secretary John Snow and Alan Blinder, who advises presidential hopeful Sen. John Kerry on economic issues. Both say fast productivity growth, not outsourcing, is to blame for the slow job growth, but differ on what they think government should do to address the issue.   BusinessWeek (3/15)[image: image1]
================================================

More Outsourcing to the USA than Outsourced Overseas

==========================================

WASHINGTON—Despite the political outcry over the outsourcing of white-collar jobs to such places as India and Ghana, the latest U.S.  government data suggest that foreigners outsource far more office work to the U.S. than American companies send abroad.  The value of U.S. exports of legal work, computer programming, telecommunications, banking, engineering, management consulting and other private services jumped to $131.01 billion in 2003, up $8.42 billion from the previous year, the Commerce Department reported Friday.  Imports of such private services—a category that encompasses U.S.  outsourcing of call centers and data entry to developing nations, among other things—hit $77.38 billion for the year, up $7.94 billion from 2002.  Measuring imports against exports, the U.S. posted a $53.64 billion surplus last year in trade in private services with the rest of the world.  

=================================================

Rising health care costs may contribute to slow job growth
================================================
Executives are increasingly citing the high cost of providing health insurance as a reason they're reluctant to hire more employees even as the economy expands. Instead, companies are hiring temporary workers, who typically are not eligible for health benefits. Health care spending by employers has risen more than 10% in the past three years, government reports show.   The Wall Street Journal (subscription required) (3/11)

======================================================

Some frozen lobsters come back to life, company claims Trufresh, 

========================================================

a Connecticut seafood company, says some lobsters frozen overnight by a minus-40 degree chemical process actually come back to life when thawed. Although the company insists it isn't looking to market the frozen lobsters as just sleeping, it is packaging them with rubber bands on the claws. "I wouldn't remove the rubber bands," says Trufresh chairman Barnet L. Liberman. "It's not worth the risk."   Seattle Post-Intelligencer/Associated Press (3/14

=================================================

Vanity Sizing – And You Thought You Were Losing Weight

==========================================

Anyone who has struggled to decipher the mystery of clothing sizes could take heart in the announcement of the first national sizing survey since World War II. The high-tech survey—in which some 10,000 people in 13 cities stepped into booths to be scanned in 3-D—is an attempt to accurately measure the size and shape of Americans, to assist clothing makers and others in reformulating sizes, The New York Times reported. That should translate into clothing that fits better.

The last time such measurements were taken was in 1941 and things have changed. Back then, the average American could, without too much difficulty, determine the location of his or her waist. Not anymore.

Researchers have found that many Americans can rightfully be described as having lost track of that part of the human anatomy. About one in 5 men, for instance, is said to have “lower front waists,” meaning that they have to look under their bellies to find their waists, evoking an image of the late comedian Chris Farley. About one in three women have “little perceptible waist”; most of the rest are “pear-shaped,” meaning the excess adipose tissue had migrated south.

These findings will not surprise anyone who has strolled the malls of modern America and has noted the warnings of the federal Centers for Disease Control that nearly two-thirds of Americans are overweight or obese.  Clothing makers have long understood this growing phenomenon. That’s why they invented what’s known as “vanity sizing,” in which some companies slap a size 6 label on what once was a size 10 in hopes of snagging sales. Some studies show that people will actually pay more for a smaller size.

Some clothing stores have gone so far as to throw out the old sizes altogether, and start over with size 0 for women, knowing how intoxicating that number could be. Even men’s sizes, considered more accurate because they’re measured in inches, have been known to fudge an inch or so with “relaxed” fits.

But those false measures won’t hide the truth indefinitely. A belt that pinches or pants that won’t zip is nature’s way of giving you a hint about your daily intake of calories.

With the new sizes, clothing makers and others have an opportunity. They can simply add material and tamper with sizes, or they can take a stand. If the nation is truly serious about losing weight, wouldn’t it be more motivational to make the numbers bigger, not smaller?

Instead of attempting to lull the oversized American into believing that somehow, miraculously, she’s lost three dress sizes or he can still fit into a 42 regular sport coat without the buttons popping off, how about some truth in packaging?

Copyright © 2004, Courtesy of the Chicago Tribune

====================================

Stupid tourist tricks: A blast of extreme fun

===============================

St. Maarten is a lively half-French, half-Dutch Caribbean island, where even the beach behind the Princess Juliana Airport has been incorporated into an extreme sport—and a hazardous one at that. The crescent-shaped “Airport Beach” (officially called Maho Beach) butts up against the back of the airport’s single runway, separated only by a chain-link fence and a narrow paved road. Standing under the planes as they land is one thing; serious thrill-seekers position themselves behind the planes as they take off, either by gripping the fence or bracing themselves in the sand, braving a blast that has been known to dislodge vans.

Three women stood behind a jet as it readies for takeoff. As the engines roar to life, sand flies like a Sahara dust storm and visibility blurs. Two of the women stagger backward into the water. The third isn’t so lucky. She’s tossed in the air like a human shot put and lands in the sand. For a moment she doesn’t move, then slowly rises to her knees, swearing, no doubt, that she’ll never try that again. (Chicago Tribune)

=========================

Do you want Wi-Fi with that? 

==========================
McDonald's is introducing Wi-Fi to its restaurants, in an effort to increase traffic and sales. Scholtozky's and Starbucks have experienced longer customer stays at locations that are Wi-Fi enabled.   CNET (3/12)

==================================

Macao's Hotel Guest Rate Rises Sharply – 

===================================

Macao's hotels welcomed 292,249 guests in January, up 20.4 percent over the same month last year, thanks to a flush-in of tourists on the Chinese Lunar New Year holiday and individual travel from the mainland. The Macao Statistics and Census Bureau on Wednesday pointed out that Macao's 69 hotels, including nine five-star hotels, recorded an average room occupancy rate of 66.8 percent in January, an year- on-year growth of 6.2 percentage points. Hotel guests stayed an average of just 1.21 nights.

======================================

UK: Forget Mortgage, Live Cheaply In Hotels – 

=======================================

Can't afford a mortgage? A hotel chain is offering rooms at £25 a night, claiming that living there could be cheaper than buying a home. Stays at Travelodge hotels will cost between £750 and £775 a month, the equivalent of the outgoings required to service a £180,000 mortgage. Alan Partridge, the ghastly creation of the comedian Steve Coogan, may spring to mind, with his stay in a likewise fictional Norfolk hotel, but hotel residence has traditionally been associated with glamour and show business.

============================================================

Future job growth seen strongest in health, education and food service 

===========================================================
Demand will be high for cooks, waiters, teachers and nurses in the coming decade, according to a new U.S. Department of Labor report. Nearly 1 million new registered nurses or nurses' aides will be needed in the next 10 years, and more than 800,000 restaurant jobs will be created, the report said.   MSNBC (3/10)

=========================================

Study: Coffee consumption lowers diabetes risk

========================================= 
Studies of coffee drinkers in Sweden and Finland show drinking large amounts of coffee can significantly reduce the risk of developing type 2 diabetes. The study found that those who drank the most coffee, upwards of 10 or more cups per day, were least likely to develop adult-onset diabetes, but nutritionists warn there are other deleterious consequences to drinking that much.   Chicago Sun-Times/Scripps Howard News Service (3/10),   The Times (London) (3/10)

=========================================

Obesity set to become leading preventable death

========================================= 
The CDC yesterday reported obesity is forecasted to overtake smoking as the top cause of preventable death in the U.S., with poor diets and lack of exercise noted as the underlying concerns. "This is tragic. Our worst fears were confirmed," noted the head of the agency. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is launching a public service advertising campaign to alert Americans to the risks of inactivity and obesity.   CNN (3/10),   The Washington Post (free registration) (3/10),   The New York Times/Reuters (free registration) (3/10)

==================================

Demand For U.S. Hotel Rooms To Rise – 

==================================

After three years of contraction, demand for domestic hotel rooms in the United States will increase 4.5 percent this year, PricewaterhouseCoopers said. The strongest performance is expected at the top end of the scale. According to the forecast, so-called upper-upscale luxury hotels will see a 3.9 percent growth in occupancy and a 1.9 percent growth in average room rates, while upscale hotels will see a 4.5 percent occupancy rise and a 6.7 percent rise in room rates

===========================================

Dubai Drew Record Number Of Hotel Guests In '03 – 

============================================

The number of hotel guests in the booming Gulf emirate of Dubai reached a record 4,980,228 last year, five per cent up on 2002 despite the war in nearby Iraq, the Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing said Monday. After massive growth in 2002 with 4,756,280 guests over 3,626,625 in 2001, department director general Khalid bin Sulayem said: "The modest year-on-year growth assumes greater importance as this has been achieved despite the negative developments like the Iraq war and SARS scare playing havoc with the global tourism industry."

======================================

Fryer fat experiment propels biodiesel buses 

======================================
Eighth-graders in McLean, Va., used spent fryer fat from a local Burger King to make clean-burning biodiesel fuel that was used successfully in a school bus. The students got a ride in the fat-powered bus, which was decorated with a banner reading "Admit it ... My exhaust smells like French fries."   The Washington Post
==================================

Is that the Red Guard Serving You Tea?

==============================

Hong Kong (dpa) - A restaurant in southern China has been ordered to stop dressing its waiters and waitresses as Red Guards from the Mao Zedong era, a news report said Friday. 

The restaurant in Zhuhai, Guangdong province, used the outfits from the notorious 10-year Cultural Revolution period to create a retrospective atmosphere for customers. 

Diners complained it reminded people of painful experiences and the local garrison command stepped in and told the restaurant to drop the outfits, the Hong Kong edition of the China Daily said. 

=================================

US fast food franchisers eye Argentina

============================

Argentina, Mar 12, 2004 (El Cronista/SABI via COMTEX) -- Argentina has once again become an attractive market for US fast food franchisers. CKE, which owns the Harvey's burger restaurant chain and the La Salsa Mexican food chain; Papa John's pizza restaurant chain, and Church's Chicken fried chicken chain, are some of the companies which will come to Argentina in June 2004 for the 2004 International Franchise and Business Exhibition. The event is being organized by AAF, the Argentinean Franchising Association. The US commission, which will be led by IFA, the US International Franchise Association, will meet local investors and potential franchisees for business talks. According to Marcel Portman, vice global development director of IFA, the incipient economic stability of Argentina has attracted the interest of a number of US franchisers despite the fact that many of them, including Pizza Hut, Dunking Donuts, Domino and Wendy's, withdrew from the country in the 1990's. 

