You have been sent this email because you are someone with whom I have had the pleasure to meet and work with over the many years as I have traveled throughout the world.  If you like this, feel free please forward in its entirety to anyone else. – Bill Stella

April 8, 2004

Dear Friends,

With the approaching Easter Season, I wish all of you of many faiths a very peaceful and restful time.

In a week or so I will be at the Food Hotel Asia Show in Singapore.  With things heating up in the Asian economy, there has to be every reason to think that this show will be well attended,  I understand that there will be several Chinese companies displaying their goods.  Why not – these same factories are probably the OEM suppliers to their western customers.

Keith’s Korner:  Turley Juveniles Zinfandel (only in USA) #1 Producer You can drink right away, $20 to $30 per bottle any Vintage [Bill Stella:  I hope you can find a bottle of this.  It is not an easy task but well worth the quest.]

This newsletter is shorter than most but still with some very interesting topics:

1. Pizza survival in a non-carb world.  It’s happening

2. Vanilla prices are through the roof.  The impact could be interesting.

3. USA Companies skirting taxes

4. The affect of the Foreign Corrupt Practice’s Act on USA corporations

5. Don’t like the answer on these chips – then just swallow it!

6. Oh Boy! Give me more soy.

7. Japan roads – and I thought Chicago toll roads were bad. (Thanks to John Kloster)

8. Someone may be telling Donald Trump, “You’re fired!”.

9. Keith will like this one:  Baby Boomers fueling wine demand.

10. New York restaurants go the extra mile for smokers

11. The bees give us humans a little longevity.

12. Perhaps the start of true wireless around the planet

If any of you see anything interesting, please make sure to pass to me.

Regards to all,

Bill Stella
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================================

Pizza chains rise above the low-carb craze 

=================================
Despite consumers' focus on low-carb products, pizza chains such as Pizza Hut, Domino's and Papa John's International have reported increased same-store sales during their most recent periods, and say their future performance looks bright. Pizza executives say a number of factors contributed to their success, including introductions of more healthful products, the consumer's ability to control toppings and a strong focus on marketing.   Nation's Restaurant News (4/5)

=======================================

Vanilla prices soar as weather woes decimate crops 

========================================
Cyclones have wiped out about one-third of all vanilla vines in Madagascar, home to 60% of the world's vanilla production, and floods in Mexico also have taken their toll, resulting in a spike in wholesale prices from $40 to $500 per kilogram. One vanilla bean can cost as much as $5 in New York retail markets. Eli Zabar, who owns food stores on Manhattan's Upper East Side, said he's now spending $100,000 per year on vanilla for his ice cream and baked goods.   The New York Times (free registration) (4/7)[image: image1.png]



==============================================

Survey: Lack of exercise, not calories, is to blame for obesity 

===============================================
The latest WSJ Online/Harris Health-Care Poll indicates that most Americans, 83%, say lack of exercise is the main cause of obesity. Other findings: About one-third surveyed said eating too many calories was the major reason, and more than half of those surveyed support regulation requiring restaurants to list dietary information on their menus.   The Wall Street Journal (subscription required) (4/5)

=============================================================

New World Health Goal: Halting Rise in Traffic Deaths, More People Are Killed on Roads As Developing Nations Motorize

============================================================
 Some of the same organizations that focus attention on global health threats like AIDS and SARs are about to put a spotlight on a different kind of killer: traffic fatalities.

Deaths on roads could shoot up 80% in low- and middle-income countries over the next 15 years, outstripping HIV and tuberculosis to rank third among the causes of premature death and disability world-wide, says a new report being released today by the World Health Organization and World Bank.  The report is part of an effort to improve road safety, especially in less-developed countries where cars are proliferating but rules for drunk driving, seat-belt use and speeding are often not imposed or followed. The developing world has 20% of the world's cars but 90% of its traffic deaths. (Wall Street Journal April 7, 2004)

=========================================================================

More than 60% of U.S. firms didn’t pay federal taxes for 1996 through 2000, federal budget officials said. Their report shows how deeply rooted corporate tax avoidance, legal and otherwise, has become. 

=========================================================================

Lucent dismissed its two top executives in China, its second biggest market, after it found potential violations of federal rules that bar U.S. companies from paying bribes abroad. 

============================================================

=========================================

Why Diners Foot the Bill for Euro Changeover

===========================================

Giancarlo Marini, an economist at Rome University, was spurred to action when he was eye-poppingly overcharged in a Venetian restaurant. Together with colleagues Fabrizio Adriani at Bristol University and Pasquale Scaramozzino from London, he has produced what may be the most thorough analysis of European restaurant prices before and after the euro changeover. What they found can only be explained by concerted fiddling. 

In the three eurozone economies they studied, restaurant prices jumped from one year to the next by as much as 5.5% in Italy; outside the eurozone, meanwhile, the average bill remained more or less static. When the analysis was narrowed down to tourist-oriented joints, the difference between eurozone and non-eurozone prices swelled to 6 percentage points. Source: BBC News

=====================

Challenging chips 

=====================
Procter & Gamble said it will team up with Hasbro to print Trivial Pursuit questions on Pringles chips. A new technology will allow P&G to print a question on each chip, with the answer just below it and upside down. One industry publication says the move is part of a plan to fend off competitors like Frito-Lay's Stax, made by PepsiCo.   American City Business Journals/Cincinnati (free registration) (4/5)[image: image2.png]



==============================

Study expands on heart benefits of soy

=============================== 
A Tufts University finds that eating soy protein increases the size of LDL particles while reducing dangerous cholesterol. Previous studies have shown soy helps stave off heart disease, and speculation that this was because of soy's high isoflavone content has been refuted in other recent studies.   FoodNavigator (4/6)[image: image3.png]



==============================================

Lonesome Highways: Japan's Hefty Tolls Drive Cars Away

==============================================

For many Japanese drivers, it's their way -- not the highway. They'll do almost anything not to have to pay the big tolls demanded on the national road system. A two-hour trip on almost any stretch of a Japanese expressway can cost $47; crossing a bridge can run $50. Driving the length of Japan, a country smaller than California, rings up $330 in tolls.

All 4,350 miles of expressway in Japan's national system are toll roads. The fees were originally imposed to pay for building the highways but now are used to pay down the nation's massive debt from wasteful public-works projects -- $358 billion. Japan began building its national highways in 1956, with money borrowed from the World Bank, and it imposed tolls to pay off the loans. The loans were retired, but the tolls never were. Though expressways in and around Tokyo see a lot of traffic, the rest of the system is sparsely traveled.

Toll roads are a hot topic in Japan because they are a symbol of the country's economic problems. Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi would like to privatize the expressways. The main opposition party wants to abolish tolls. (Wall Street Journal Sept 13, 2003)

===================================

Crunch Time For Trump's House Of Cards – 

====================================

Struggling under the weight of $1.8 billion in debt, Donald Trump's Atlantic City empire is on the verge of collapsing like a house of cards. But if Trump can renegotiate the debt, he will once again prove he's no apprentice to the art of the deal -- even if it's at the expense of current shareholders. In February, Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts (DJT:NYSE) announced plans to obtain $400 million in financing from DLJ Merchant Banking Partners, a unit of CSFB, to renovate hotels, service debt and make the company competitive again. In exchange for the investment, DLJ will become the majority stakeholder in Trump Hotels, forcing Donald Trump into a minority position and out of his role as chief executive. After more than two decades on the Atlantic City Boardwalk, creating the second-largest gaming market in the world, Trump must lose control of his publicly traded company if he wants his moniker to stay on the marquees of the three buildings his company operates there.

===============================

Baby boomers fueling wine resurgence 

===============================
A research firm found people in their 40s drank 14 bottles of wine a year in 2000, and those in their 50s drank 16 bottles. Vic Motto of MKF Research said baby boomers' interest in other cultures has increased wine's popularity.   The Philadelphia Inquirer/Associated Press (free registration) (4/1)

=========================================

New York restaurants get creative with smoking ban 

==========================================
The New York City smoking ban hit the one-year mark this week, and some restaurants have managed to keep their smoking customers happy with creative loopholes. East Side restaurant davidburke & donatella parks a stretch limo in front of its doors at night so customers can sneak in a cigarette, and might change it to a horse carriage or boat as the weather warms up.   The Miami Herald/Knight Ridder (3/29)[image: image4.png]



================================

Honey may help body heal, research says

================================ 
The latest buzz about honey is that the sticky substance may help increase the body's natural defenses. Research from the University of California, Davis, shows antioxidant levels increase when people consume several teaspoons of honey per day. While the research is in its early stages, researchers say the findings could make the case for the inclusion of honey in a healthy diet.   HealthDay (3/30)

===================================================

Verizon Is Crossing The U.S. With Speedy, True Wireless Access

===================================================
True wireless broadband is coming to the U.S. this year and next. By the end of 2005, courtesy of Verizon Wireless, you should be able to wirelessly connect a laptop, PDA or cellphone to the Internet at real broadband speeds from almost any location in every major U.S. metropolitan area.

I'm not talking about the spread of more Wi-Fi "hot spots" in airports, coffee shops and similar places. I'm talking about wireless high-speed Internet service that you can use just about anywhere -- even on the street or in a car.

This isn't a pipe dream. I've been testing Verizon's new service, called BroadBand Access, on a laptop around Washington, D.C., one of the first two cities where the company has rolled it out. I am very impressed. It is simple to set up and works just like any other broadband connection, with your normal Web browser and e-mail program.

Based on a new cellphone technology called EV-DO (short for Evolution-Data Optimized), the new Verizon service is as fast as most wired DSL lines, and it worked effortlessly almost everywhere I tried it in a wide swath of Washington and its suburbs.

Verizon claims the new service will deliver average downstream speeds of between 300 and 500 kilobits per second. That is three to five times as fast as the typical speeds available over older cellphone networks, and about what many people get from wired DSL lines. (Wall Street Journal April 8, 2004)
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