“Today I can grumble about my health or rejoice that I am alive” (Anonymous)

Dear Friends,

My travels to Singapore and Tokyo did not leave me much time to compose my newsletter for last week.  However I have made up for it this week with some very interesting clips.

It was great seeing all my international contacts in Singapore.  We had some great discussions and absolutely fantastic food.  If you are into the somewhat exotic, I recommend the Paul Seagren (True Manufacturing) special:  Currie fish head.  It just takes getting beyond the concept of eating the head of the fish to really enjoy it.

Wally Krey sent me a great chart on the tonnage of scrap that is going to China – thus affecting the world metal prices. I posted it to my web site.  Click here to view. 

Keith’s Korner: Try the Laughing Magpie, 2001, 2002, or 2003.  This a great buy for US$30.00.  It is an exceptional blend of Shiraz and Voignier.  (I bought this late last year for about US$18.00.  Since then the price has shot up as people discovered it. This is great – my opinion – Bill Stella).

This week we have some real winners:

1. Europe’s taste for California wines – I guess the New World can teach something to the Old

2. Tomatoes and long life – love that pasta sauce even more now!

3. Another inconsistency in airline pricing (George Zawacki contribution)

4. Your next vacation spot – Libya?  Could be.

5. Now I have the answer to “What is a Blog?”

6. Food Hotel Korea – the next emerging “must be at show”?

7. The price of economic recovery – higher USA hotel rates.

8. Chains expanding in the strangest places

9. SARS will not affect China travel

10. Restaurant business on the upswing

11. Winemakers: redefining ‘terroir’

12. Sterilization: getting food out of the refrigerator and onto the shelf

13. Corn Syrup – another culprit leading to diabetes?

14. Lower weight through advertising – so the UK claims.

15. YUM profit up thanks to international

16. Credit vs Debit cards: Debit is winning!

17. Food presentation and brain activity.  I wonder if this study was government sponsored

18. The truth about so called ‘flight delays”

19. Latin America: “Bring on prosperity, bring on the dictator”.

20. UK Tourism: Brace for the best

21. Women finding opportunity by owning restaurants

22. Pupusa from El Salvador -  What is that and why is it in this newsletter?

23. Onto Fiji – the next stop on hotel expansion

24. Inflation:  The new Chinese export 

25. EU looking at the potential of Eastern Europe.

Have a great week.  Keep in mind that NRA show is coming later this month.

Regard,

Bill Stella
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===============================================

Europe's taste for California wine boosted by weak dollar 

===============================================
U.K. wine drinkers took advantage of a favorable exchange rate, buying 25% more U.S.-produced wine in 2003 and helping to boost total U.S. wine exports to $643 million. U.K. imports of American wines are twice as large as Canada's, the second-biggest foreign market for U.S. wines.   FoodNavigator (4/28)[image: image1]
====================================

Tomato gene could hold key to longer life 

====================================
Scientists recently identified a gene, HQT, in tomatoes that controls production of the antioxidant chlorogenic acid. This antioxidant has been shown to protect the plants against bacterial diseases, and some believe it could be beneficial to people to protect against age-specific diseases and ailments.   FoodNavigator (4/27)

In a related story: Men who eat four to five tomato-based dishes per week are 25% less likely to develop prostate cancer, researchers report. Tomatoes are rich in lycopene, a carotenoid the study found blocked a male hormone associated with development of prostate cancer.   FoodNavigator (4/16)

==================================================================

It's one of the bigger inconsistencies in the incongruous world of airline pricing.

====================================================================

Buy a Los Angeles-Beijing round-trip ticket in business class on United Airlines, and pay $6,419. But buy the exact same seat -- on the exact same flight -- from Air China International, and pay only $2,992.

For years, airlines have been trying to expand their services by teaming up with other airlines in what are known as code-share arrangements. They're billed as a big plus for travelers, since passengers get access to a wider network of flights and expanded frequent-flier programs. But just because airlines are partners doesn't mean they're charging the same fares. It turns that on some routes, U.S. airlines are charging huge mark-ups on seats on partner airlines.

Airlines' code-share arrangements allow passengers access to a wider network of flights and expanded frequent-flier programs. But just because airlines are partners doesn't mean they're charging the same fares.

======================================

A Tough Tourism Sell: Visit Sunny Libya

=======================================

Libya, a longtime political pariah in the West is carving out a new role for itself: It wants to be the next exotic destination for American travelers.  Just weeks after the U.S. lifted a ban on Americans traveling to the North African nation, upscale travel agents are already hawking its cultural attractions to their globetrotting clientele. The response, coming as Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi makes a goodwill 

Travcoa, a Newport Beach, Calif., company that specializes in luxury travel to exotic destinations, has received deposits from 84 travelers for its eight scheduled trips to Libya this year. Arkno Tours, a travel agency in Tripoli, says it has reservations from 70 Americans eager to make the trip. Other operators are hiring archaeologists as trip advisers and reserving English-speaking Libyan guides, all in anticipation of tours they plan to launch later this year.  Adventure-tour company Mountain Travel Sobek is offering a 13-day trip that includes a six-day "camel-supported hike" and camping trip through the Libyan desert. Travelers will be guided by Tuaregs, or nomadic North Africans also known as the "Blue men of the desert" because of their traditional garb. Prices start at $2,890 per person.

For tourists, part of the appeal of the nation of 5.5 million is its lengthy isolation. Its cities and towns are devoid of most of the typical markers of globalization's forward march, from fast-food restaurants to knock-off handbags. The country also has a considerable collection of ancient ruins, including Leptis Magna, which archaeologists say is one of the largest and best-preserved Roman cities, and Cyrene, an ancient Greek city that is home to the Temple of Zeus. Adding to the attraction are miles of untouched Mediterranean oceanfront and a chunk of the Sahara Desert.

But for now, tourists will also face a limited inventory of good hotel rooms. The Corinthia is also the only hotel in Libya that accepts credit cards. The country is virtually a cash-only society, according to the State Department. Hotels are typically government-owned and are bare-bones by Western standards. One British travel agent describes the government-run hotels as "Soviet-style" with shabby carpeting, tiny bathrooms and narrow bedrooms.  The paucity of deluxe accommodations has created a marketing hook for cruise lines that already operate ships in the Mediterranean. Clipper Cruise Line, a unit of Intrav, a St. Louis travel company, intends to tell travelers they don't have to worry about the quality of the local hotels since they will be returning to the ship every evening. Travel Dynamics International has a "lost cities of Libya" cruise that begins in Crete, Greece, and then heads to Libya for almost a week.

Logistics are also complicated. A visa is required and the Libyan government has no embassy or consulate in the U.S. The closest Libyan embassy in North America is in Ottawa, Canada. Americans can apply for a visa there but they must present a letter of invitation from a Libyan and have their U.S. passport translated into Arabic.

For those reasons, it's virtually impossible for an individual with no connections to go as an independent tourist. Travel agents and tour operators who specialize in the Middle East can get passports translated and arrange for a letter of invitation to be written. (Wall Street Journal)

================================================

It's A Blog World After All: Top of Form, Bottom of Form

================================================

Robert Scoble may well be one of the most powerful people in Redmond right now. "The Scobleizer," as he's known to his daily readers, writes a Web log, or blog, posting comments on topics that range from the world's largest pistachio factory to how cheap it is to eat in Shanghai. Mostly, though, he writes about Microsoft. On January 27, 14 of the 31 posts he made between midnight and the time he went to bed, sometime after 3:41 a.m., were about the software giant or its products. But the Scobleizer is no ordinary Windows-obsessed blog jockey. He is, in fact, a Microsoft employee. He's a "technical evangelist," to be precise, whose job includes communicating with customers on the Web. One way he does this is by writing blogs. He gets feedback from tech-savvy readers on how to improve Microsoft products, and at times, he's even mildly critical of his employer. After Microsoft threatened a teen who registered MikeRoweSoft.com, Scoble wrote this: "It's unfortunate that we went after a 17-year-old named 'Mike Rowe,' though. I'm sorry that happened to you Mike."

What's this? Humility from the House of Gates? That's life in the blog world, where one whiff of PR or marketing spin will instantly mark you as phony. "If my credibility goes down," says Scoble, "then what do I have?" Though he's just one of hundreds of employee bloggers at the software giant, Scoble is by far the most widely read. More than 850 blogs and 1,300 sites link to him, putting him right up there with Howard Dean's Blog for America at its height. And he's aware of his power: "I know I'm playing with dynamite," Scoble says.

Unlike email and instant messaging, blogs let employees post comments that can be seen by many and mined for information at a later date, and internal blogs aren't overwhelmed by spam. And unlike most corporate intranets, they're a bottoms-up approach to communication. "With blogs, you gain more, you hear more, you understand where things are going more," says Halley Suitt, who wrote a fictional case study on corporations and blogging for the Harvard Business Review . "Even better, you understand them faster."

 (URL: http://www.fastcompany.com/magazine/81/blog.html)

===============================================

FHK Now in the Heart of Seoul For 2005

============================================

Food & Hotel Korea has taken another step to confirm its position as the country’s definitive trade-only food industry exhibition, with the announcement of its move in 2005 to Seoul’s state-of-the-art city center exhibition venue. It will be held at the COEX Convention and Exhibition Center March 16-18, in its third year as Korea’s only business-to-business show launched and run specifically for food industry professionals. “We are delighted to have secured this outstanding venue for Food & Hotel Korea 2005,” commented Paul March, Director, Overseas Exhibition Services Ltd. “Feedback from our many international exhibitors and visitors already tells us that this prime location in downtown Seoul is yet another reason for their continuing support for the show.” 

Officially rated one of the world’s top six conference and exhibition venues, the four-hall COEX is situated in a complex including hotels, city air terminal, a shopping mall, food halls and restaurants, and offers easy multi-modal access to and from city and airport. Also at hand are a dedicated exhibition service center, banks, insurance and transportation companies, making COEX a truly integrated business facility. 

Exhibitors say they are attracted not only by the continuing growth of the Korean economy but by the fact that the country imports 70 per cent of its food needs, worth around $5 billion annually. It is Asia-Pacific’s third-largest market for imported food and beverages. Consumer-oriented food products, the sector which FHK was specifically set up to cater for, is the fastest-growing category.

Source: oesallworld.com (Global Foodservice Newsletter)

=====================================

Report: U.S. High-end Room Rates up 4.8% 

======================================
The average price of a hotel room in the USA is rising rapidly, and nobody is getting hit harder than executive business travelers. But there's good news: The economy is stirring and corporate profits are up, so they can afford it. A report from Smith Travel Research of Hendersonville, Tenn., shows the average daily price for a luxury hotel room hit $ 151 in March, up 4.8% from a year earlier. That's roughly double the rate of general inflation, and a bigger increase than any other hotel category tracked by Smith. The Smith report also finds that rates for urban hotels rose faster in March than those in other locations -- the suburbs, near airports, off major highways or at resorts. The Smith findings suggest that swanky downtown hotels -- the lodging of choice for traveling executives on business -- are ahead of others in raising prices.

=======================================

How chains expand when the land runs out 

======================================
Broward County, Fla., is emblematic of a national trend that has seen some retailers shy away from the big-box model and instead offer smaller, more urban stores when available land is tight. The area is home to new Publix, Home Depot and Barnes & Noble stores, all of which follow this model.   The Miami Herald (free registration) (4/27)[image: image2.png]



============================================

China: SARS Outbreak Won't Affect May Day Travel 

============================================
China has no plan to restrict travel during the May Day holiday season because of reported new cases of SARS, Chinese Vice Health Minister Zhu Qingsheng said Monday. Confident that screening measures put in place are adequate to prevent an outbreak of the disease, Zhu told reporters, "I'm sure that the May Day holiday will continue." 
Read the full story >>
===========================================

Analysis: Restaurant business is on the upswing 

==========================================
As the economy surges, so does consumers' appetites for dining out, creating a strong rebound in the restaurant industry. Other positive factors for the industry include historically low food costs, moderate wage inflation and a move away from promotional price discounting by quick-service chains. Quick-casual establishments, featuring healthy menus geared toward adults, are on the rise.   BusinessWeek (4/22)[image: image3.png]



====================================

Wine makers seek to capitalize on "terroir" 

=====================================
While European wine makers have sworn by a grape's geography, their American counterparts tend to ignore "terroir," the term defining a grape's soil, terrain, weather and climate. But that trend is changing, as some Washington wineries are trying to get the government to approve their requests for new viticultural areas, which would require 85% of the grapes used in wine boasting that area's label to use grapes from that region.   MSNBC (4/25)

===================================================

New sterilization process could bring salmon to the dry-shelf 

===================================================
Research being conducted in Washington is hoping to use microwave sterilization to extend the shelf-life of salmon and possibly present as a non-refrigerated item in grocery stores, though the FDA has not yet approved the process. "The quality of the product is astonishing," said one researcher, while another official noted microwaved products have been available in Europe and Japan for nearly a decade.   Seattle Post-Intelligencer/Associated Press (4/24)

=====================================

Hotel Rates Climb Higher As Demand Soars 

======================================
Gas prices aren't the only travel expenses heading higher this spring. After three years of a bargain hunter's market, hotel rates -- spurred by increased demand from Honolulu to Manhattan -- are making a comeback. Nationally, 72% of hotel rooms will be occupied over the Memorial Day weekend, the highest level since 2000. And an equally strong summer is in the cards, according to a new forecast by consultants PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
Read the full story >>
=============================================

Study: Corn syrup linked to nation's diabetes problem 

==============================================
Researchers say a huge increase in the amount of corn syrup in American diets over the past 100 years may explain the dramatic rise in cases of type 2 diabetes in recent decades. In trying to break down the noted increase in calorie intake in recent years, researchers found in the past 20 years, the increase has almost exclusively consisted of carbohydrates, and they estimate that corn syrup consumption makes up about 10% of total calorie consumption. Many studies link high intake of refined carbohydrates and other high-glycemic foods with diabetes.   MSNBC/Reuters (4/22)[image: image4.png]



==============================================

Advertising led to lower obesity rates, British study says 

=================================================
The study, presented by The British Medical Journal, finds students attending schools participating in health campaigns to reduce consumption of carbonated drinks saw a decrease of 0.2% in obesity rates. Schools not participating in the program watched as obesity levels went up by 7.5% during the same period.   The New York Times/Associated Press (free registration) (4/23)

============================================

Yum! Brands profits rise on international expansion 

=============================================
The parent of Taco Bell, Pizza Hut and KFC said its international unit posted a 36% rise in profits, boosting its 2004 earnings outlook. The company's U.S. Taco Bell and Pizza Hut outlets performed well, helping to mute the effect of declining business at KFC, it said. Yum! executives said they expect to grow same-store sales at KFC in the last half of 2004 after the introduction of new menu items and a new ad campaign.   FOXNews.com/Reuters (4/21)[image: image5.png]



===============================================

Visa says debit use surpasses credit use for first time 

=================================================
Visa International said that debit card volume worldwide reached $1.48 trillion at the end of 2003, outpacing credit card volume, which reached $1.45 trillion, for the first time. Visa credits convenience and security, along with increased use for everyday purchases, for the rise in debit-card use.   CNNmoney/Reuters (4/21)[image: image6.png]



=======================================

Food presentation increases brain metabolism 

========================================
A recent study found brain activity increased by 24% in study participants when they were presented with their favorite foods. The areas showing the most brain activity were those most commonly associated with desire and need.   CNNmoney (4/21)[image: image7.png]



=========================================================================

The Truth About Flight Delays: New Data Show Weather Is Often Unfairly Blamed; Getting a Reimbursement

=========================================================================

Bad weather gets blamed frequently for air-travel delays -- unfairly blamed, it often turns out. The Department of Transportation has recently begun compiling the causes of delay, and the new data show that among major airlines, only 3% of all delays during the past six months were the result of extreme weather -- the kind of storms that planes cannot fly through, or have to first undergo deicing and other delay-inducing measures.

The biggest cause of air-travel delays, according to the statistics, is the "national aviation system" itself. In other words, the Federal Aviation Administration's air-traffic control system, which bogs down under high volume, combined with problems at airports with closed runways or a lack of runway capacity. The aviation system was blamed for 43% of all flight delays from September 2003 to February 2004. Routine weather, meaning the kind of weather that planes can fly through, plays a big part in that. But those delays, according to the DOT, are fixable and are the fault of man, not Mother Nature.

Other causes of delay? Airline problems -- anything from maintenance to baggage handling -- were responsible for 20% of delays, and a catch-all category of "late-arriving aircraft" -- when problems cascade throughout the day -- accounted for 25%. Security issues result in almost no delays these days.

For travelers, the cause of a delay can make a huge difference emotionally, as well as financially. If stranded, airlines will typically put you up in a hotel if the delay was the airline's fault. But if your flight was late because of "events beyond our control," as the American Airlines customer-service plan notes, you're on your own for hotels, meals and incidentals.  (Wall Street Journal)

==========================================

Latin Americans are nostalgic for strongman rule 

===========================================

Latin America has freed itself from the military coups and dictatorships that long blighted its public life but now faces a fresh challenge to political stability from deep popular disenchantment with democratic government, according to a new United Nations report. 

.

The report, a harsh self-analysis compiled by Latin American authors and being made public Wednesday in Lima, notes that while the region is the only one in the developing world to be governed almost wholly by democratically chosen leaders, those leaders are increasingly unable to finish their terms in office. 

.

As evidence that the weakness of democratic governments in Latin America is breeding nostalgia for the strongman rule of the past, 55 percent of people surveyed say they would support the replacement of a democratic government with an "authoritarian" regime if it could produce economic benefits. 

.

Fifty-eight percent of those questioned said they agreed that leaders "may go beyond the law" if they have to and 56 percent said they felt that economic development was more important than maintaining democracy. 

The New York Times 

==========================================

Safe To Say, UK Tourism In For Bumper Summer 

==========================================
The rise of the euro gives visitors from Europe a boost in spending power of about 12 per cent on two years ago - and American visitors are back in significant numbers, as currency trends make Britain much cheaper than mainland Europe. But how easy is it for British travellers to book to see the best of their own country? Not very. Most of Britain's travel agents can't be bothered to take their bookings - because they don't want to bother with small commission payments from short breaks and other add-ons. 
Read the full story >>
=======================================

More women turning to restaurant ownership 

=======================================
The National Restaurant Association says about 23% of restaurants are owned by women, and the association's B. Hudson Riehle says that number is rising. A weak economy and "the romantic nature of the food business" is leading many women down the restaurant path.   Chicago Tribune (free registration) (4/19)

===========================================

Salvadoran ex-pats drive emerging pupusa market 

===========================================
In El Salvador, pupusa factories are opening up at such a rapid pace that the government can't keep track of who is exporting the tortilla meat-and-cheese pouches to the U.S. A growing number of Salvadoran-Americans are driving the demand for pupusas, iguana soup and Salvadoran olives.   The Miami Herald/Associated Press (free registration) (4/19)[image: image8.png]



======================

Hotel Giants Flock To Fiji 

=======================
International hotel chains are queuing up to invest millions of dollars in a new Fiji resort development as record visitors and strong tourism growth strain capacity. Total arrivals are expected to reach 450,000 this year - up by abou 14,000 on last year's record - and the Fiji Visitors Bureau (FVB) is confident New Zealand numbers will grow by at least 5000 to pass 80,000. The forecasts already appear certain to be exceeded, with peak-period numbers recorded for low-season January at 35,500 and the usually dead month of February attracting 32,000. 
Read the full story >>
========================================

Inflation looks to be next export from China 


==========================================



Economy's growth lifts prices for goods from rice to steel  GUANGZHOU, China After nearly a decade of mostly flat to falling prices in China that have helped hold down costs around the world, the country has suddenly turned into an exporter of inflation, with growing signs of a spiral of wages and prices similar to what the United States suffered in the 1970s. As managers from Chinese businesses of all sizes staffed exhibition booths here Thursday for the opening day of China’s biggest trade fair, the common refrain was that prices of everything from rice to steel were rising sharply, and that prices for exports to the United States, Europe and other markets would have to follow.

Beijing announced Thursday that the economy had grown 9.7 percent in the first quarter, faster than expected, and said that raw material prices and other costs for businesses were rising and were increasingly likely to spill into inflation in consumer prices. Thursday that consumer prices were exactly 3 percent higher in March than a year earlier, the true increase could be 7 percent or 8 percent. 

To be sure, ferocious competition has kept prices from rising in China for some big-ticket items that a growing proportion of China’s population is buying, like cars, household appliances and mobile phones. By next year, many new steel mills now under construction could start alleviating the acute shortages that are driving up steel prices. But growing evidence suggests that while China has publicly embraced the market, it has been using extensive but informal price controls on state-owned enterprises to control inflation until now.   

While it may seem in Wal-Mart stores as though a big part of the American family’s purchases are made in China, exports from China to the United States last year were only equal in value to 1.2 percent of the goods and services produced within the United States.   Huge companies like Wal-Mart also have a considerable ability to force sellers to hold down price increases; the main buyers at the Guangzhou Trade Fair are wholesalers who supply small and medium-sized retailers. Yet China has had an outsized effect in stabilizing global prices until very recently because its very low labor cost has allowed it be the country to beat on prices in many industries.   As Chinese prices rise, many other low-income and middle-income countries exporting to the United States - including Mexico and countries in Eastern Europe and Central and South America - are likely to find it easier to raise prices as well. The New York Times Chris Buckley NYT  Friday, April 16, 2004


==========================================

EU Expansion Lets Good Times Role In E. Europe 

===========================================
The one business sector that looks likely to take off with an enlarged European Union is the travel industry - both leisure and business. National and low-budget airlines expect a big jump in traffic especially on routes eastwards, and especially when new flights to Russia and Central Asia are launched, CNN reported. Already, new routes are being announced. EasyJet will start a service from Luton to Budapest, and Lufthansa will fly between Bratislava and Munich, for example. 
Read the full story >>
William Stella

DMS International

3563 Scottsdale Circle

Naperville, IL 60564

USA

+1 630 863 4772 GSM Mobile

+1 630 922 8368 Office/Home

+1 630 839 2035 Fax

bstella@compuserve.com
bill.stella@dmsintr.com
www.dmsintr.com
Feel free to send this newsletter to a friend

If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter, kindly reply and put in the subject line “unsubscribe”

