Accept that some days you're the pigeon, and some days you're the statue. 

 

Dear Friends,

 

Since I got back from the Far East, I feel that I haven’t been in one place long enough to get my washing done.  The day after returning, I flew to Detroit to do some consulting and visit with family, drove to South Bend for my daughter’s pre-graduation ceremonies, went back to Chicago to turn around the next day to head back to Detroit.  But I have to tell you the truth: I wouldn’t want the pace any other way.

 

Keith’s Korner:  Keith Jaffee recently admitted that Pinot Griggio is not one of his favorite wines.  You can imagine how shocked I was to receive a phone call the other day telling me that he just tasted one that surprised even him: Collio Marco Fellugia 2002.  He told me that it tastes like Chardonnay.  All of that and only $12 per bottle. This I have to try.  By the way feel free to give Keith your feedback on his selections: keith@focusinv.com.

 

Last week the newsletter contained an article on how prices can be substantially different from two carriers co-sharing the same flight.  I received this response from Ruben Platas: “Re airfares. I leave tomorrow for Dusseldorf & Vienna. Booking on Lufthansa vs. United saved $1395. It's co-shared with United, operated by United!” Never hurts to check. 

 

In the same issue, I discussed the rising price of steel.  Further to that, Robin Ashton from Foodservice Equipment Reports magazine wrote a very interesting article on the rising prices of stainless steel.  Click here to get all the details.  It is worth the reading.

 

Look what’s in this issue:

 

1.                   Qatar the next vacation hot spot?  It could be.

2.                   Airport security – This section is a little longer than most but hopefully keeps you out of long lines.

3.                   Is the best health care in the USA?  We spend more but do we get more?

4.                   Mexico – the alternate to overseas vacations – this could be a boon for the local hospitality industry.

5.                   More golfers leaving the game than joining it – If they play like me I know why.

6.                   China – number one on the minds of car manufacturers. 

7.                   UK – want to dump your partner, use your cell phone.

8.                   Most teens raise the blood pressure of their parents.  So what causes their blood pressure to rocket?

9.                   What is happening in Dubai and why is everyone going there?

10.               Greece’s Tourism declines just in time for the Olympics?

11.               Is marriage bad for your health?  Only the bad ones.

12.               Now the counter argument to being fat: Science may not back up the facts.

13.               Pass the egg rolls – Asian food on the rise and the population increases

14.               China probes overheated industries. I guess too much of a good thing isn’t good.

15.               New Zealand tourism sparks as the best place to go in Australasia – Lord of the Rings didn’t hurt either

 

Regards and best wishes,

 

Bill Stella

DMS International
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Naperville, IL 60564

USA

+1 630 863 4772 GSM Mobile

+1 630 922 8368 Office/Home

+1 630 839 2035 Fax

bstella@compuserve.com
bill.stella@dmsintr.com
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==========================================

Qatar To Invest US$15B In Tourism Infrastructure 

==========================================
In a bid to compete with the UAE as the Gulf's most popular tourism destination and attract more than 1m visitors a year by the end of the decade, the government last week unveiled plans to invest US$15bn in tourism infrastructure. Akbar al-Baker, the head of the country's Tourism Authority and Qatar Airways, said the sum 'represents one of the largest investments in tourism facilities in this region'. Most of the investment in hotels, infrastructure and airport facilities will come from the government. 
Read the full story >>
 

================================

Qatar Unveils New Tourism Masterplan 

=================================
The State of Qatar -- the heart of the Arabian Gulf -- has unveiled an ambitious new tourism masterplan that will guide a US$15 billion investment into an array of prestigious projects and establish Qatar as a high quality destination for cultural tourism, beach resorts, shopping, lifestyle, business and sports events. Qatar Tourism Authority Chairman and Qatar Airways' Chief Executive Officer Mr Akbar Al Baker unveiled the new Qatar Tourism Masterplan today, in front of the world's tourism industry leaders and a large international media contingent at the Fourth Global Travel and Tourism Summit in Doha. Mr Al Baker was joined by World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC) Chairman Mr Vincent Wolfington and his President Mr Jean-Claude Baumgarten. 
Read the full story >>
 

=============================================

Airport Security this summer could make for a long trip

==========================================

Many travelers are likely to face maddening waits in airport security lines this summer, as traffic returns to levels not seen since the gridlocked summer of 2000.

Starting in June, airlines expect to ferry about 65 million passengers a month, a healthy 12% jump from last year. While that's good news for airlines, which are struggling with labor woes and high jet-fuel prices, it's a potential nightmare for passengers. That's because -- with Congress pushing the over-budget Transportation Security Administration to cut costs this summer -- there will be at least 5,000 fewer screeners staffing security-checkpoint sites, a 10% drop from last year.

In some airports, the problems will be particularly acute. At Washington's Dulles airport, Independence Air (formerly Atlantic Coast Airlines) launches its discount service June 16, resulting in 300 more flights a day by summer's end. In Tampa, airport officials have requested additional screeners to staff new lanes in the two busiest terminals, to cut down on the 45-minute wait during peak hours, particularly for flights before 8 a.m.

The best way to dodge the logjams at airport security this summer at selected airports.  • Seattle: If flying into concourse B (home to Southwest, Continental and Delta) try not to schedule a connection in another concourse since that will require going through another security check.  • Atlanta: During peak hours (Monday and Saturday mornings; Thursday and Friday afternoons; Sunday evening), try smaller T-Gate area checkpoint, which is sometimes faster.  • Philadelphia: Most of its concourses are connected-so you can use any checkpoint, not just the one closest to your gate. A big caveat: Terminals E and F aren't connected, so if a flight leaves from there, you must use that terminal's checkpoint.  • Las Vegas: Avoid flying into town Sundays and Mondays between 6 a.m. and noon. Avoid flying out Thursdays and Fridays between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.  • Dallas Fort Worth: Terminals A and C, and checkpoints A-35, C-21 and C-30, will have the longest lines this summer, the airport says. To find the least congested checkpoint, ask the "Terminal Managers" or "Airport Ambassadors" for advice.  • Fort Lauderdale: Security lines are generally busier during meal hours. Airport parking expected to be tight, too, as locals escape summer heat.  • Washington-Dulles: Security lines expected to get longer in June, when Independence Air, formerly Atlantic Coast Airlines, begins offering about 100 daily departures.  • Orlando: Two security checkpoints experience three peak periods: Business travelers arrive between 6 a.m. and 8 a.m. The next two waves include more families and occur from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  • Detroit: Try to use the Edward H. McNamara Terminal, built in 2002, which has 40% more screening capacity than the terminal it replaced. The airport says its busiest times are late afternoons.  • Indianapolis: Avoid flights out of concourse B and C in the morning. By July, airport hopes to permanently move United Airlines from concourse C to concourse D to help balance security lines.  • Orange County, Calif.: John Wayne airport is busiest between 5 a.m. and 10 a.m. on weekdays. Since there are only two security checkpoints, try avoiding a jammed line by walking about five minutes to the other terminal. The airport will increase its security capacity by 33% in June.  

For passengers not willing to leave the fate of their summer vacations up to the efficiency of TSA, there are a few preventive steps travelers can take. Avoid flying in the early morning, when many airports, particularly smaller, nonhub airports, are their busiest. At John Wayne Airport in Orange County, Calif., passengers are already being advised to get to the airport more than 2½ hours early during peak hours of 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. (Wall Street Journal)

For a listing of the top 25 airports for bottleneck this summer, click here (you may have to be a subscriber – let me know if you need a copy)

 

==========================================

US spending itself to better health care – maybe not

======================================

The U.S. spends about twice as much on health care as Australia, Canada, England and New Zealand, but the quality of overall care is no better, according to a study on health-care quality.

The findings, published yesterday in the policy journal Health Affairs, contradict the commonly held belief that Americans get the best medical care and raise questions about whether the money the U.S. spends on health care -- $1.5 trillion last year -- is well spent.

The five-nation study examined 21 quality indicators, such as cancer-survival rates and incidence of infectious diseases, to determine how the five countries perform. No single country did the best or the worst overall.

On some indicators, the U.S. did score highest. Its five-year breast-cancer survival rate, for example, was the best. The U.S. also does the most screening for cervical cancer, has the lowest incidence of measles and is tied with Canada for the lowest smoking rate.

But the U.S. had the worst five-year survival rate after kidney transplants. Hepatitis B, which the study called an "avoidable event," was more common in the U.S. than in the other countries. (Wall Street Journal)

 

=========================================================================

Mexico's Safety Wins Tourists, Americans Head South to Avoid Flight Fears, Europeans' Ire

==========================================================================

At a time when the threat of terrorism has cooled international travel, Mexico is getting a boost as U.S. travelers, wary of trans-Atlantic flights and needling by antiwar Europeans, are spending more of their vacation dollars south of the border. Hotel operators say Mexico's beaches and idyllic mountain villages are experiencing a boom that pushed tourism revenue up 6.8% last year to a record $9.5 billion. That trend is showing signs of accelerating as big hotels are introducing price increases of as much as 7% for the 2005 winter season, according to Eduardo Chaillo, a director of the Mexican Tourism Board.

"Mexico is considered a safe destination, so we've been positioned well to attract U.S. travelers who want to stay on their side of the ocean," said Victoria Pratt, spokeswoman for Hoteles Boutique de Mexico, an association of upscale inns whose rooms fetch an average $285 per night. "Our clients can choose to go anywhere in the world, and we're seeing them choose Mexico."

Mexican tourism is increasingly on the radar screen for investors, who pumped $653 million into luxury hotels, condominiums and other projects in the country last year -- a 12% increase from 2002. The U.S. private-equity firm Advent International, which has spent about $300 million buying stakes in Mexican airport operators, duty-free shops, restaurants and other concerns, is planning to add a third Latin America fund to its global portfolio this year, said Ernest Bachrach, who heads Advents operations in the region. "Tourism is a sector that has a major attraction for us," Mr. Bachrach said. (Wall Street Journal)

 

===========================================

Nextel Expands Coverage For Walkie-Talkie Feature

=======================================

Nextel Communications Inc.'s U.S. subscribers can now use the mobile-phone company's popular walkie-talkie feature to talk to people in Canada and three Latin American countries.

International Direct Connect, announced Tuesday, also lets Nextel's U.S. customers use this quick-connect service when they are traveling in Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Canada. Their access to data services, including e-mail and Web browsing, also now persists across borders.

As yet, Nextel users in Canada -- be they a traveler or resident -- can't connect to Latin America, and vice versa. But Nextel's customers in Argentina, Brazil and Peru can now use Direct Connect across those borders. Canadian and Latin American customers are also able to use Direct Connect to contact people in the U.S.

Latin American service is provided by NII Holdings Inc., a Nextel affiliate, and the Canadian service is provided by Telus Corp. Nextel is based in Reston, Va. (Wall Street Journal)

 

========================================================================================================

Winning Back the Frustrated Golfer Despite a boom in courses and superstars, golf is losing almost as many players as it's gaining 

=========================================================================================================

What happens next explains in large part why the golf industry -- despite the game's booming popularity as a spectator sport -- stagnated in the roaring '90s and has since started to slip downhill: While today's touring pros tame, even belittle, the courses they play, most golfers play badly. They're likely to slice drives into the rough, plop balls into ponds, dribble worm-burners down the fairway, muff chips and choke on putts.

Modern golf courses, more often than not, are built and groomed to impress very good players, not help average golfers. They are often difficult. Play slows down. Golfers find themselves waiting between shots. They stew (in the electric carts the course requires them to rent) about getting no exercise. They ask themselves whether the $60 or $120 or more they paid for this five-hour ordeal was money well spent. Some conclude it wasn't. They feel vaguely fleeced. They play less -- or quit.

Nearly three million of the 26 million adult golfers in the U.S. quit each year, says the National Golf Foundation, an industry research group. Why? Health, job and family obligations, and other spare-time attractions are some of the reasons. But underlying those, dropouts say in surveys, is this: The game is too difficult, too time-consuming and too expensive. (Wall Street Journal)

 

=====================================================

China fast becoming one of the largest car markets in the world

===================================================

Once the preserve of a lumbering state sector, automobile sales are booming in the world’s most populous nation. China has become the world’s fourth biggest car market after the USA, Japan, and Germany, with virtually every global automaker in the country scrambling to meet soaring consumer demand for passenger-car models. A record 1.97 million locally made passenger cares were sold in 2003.  The number of foreign funded assembly plants has more than tripled since China stared to opening its economy in the mid-1990s, and they now make more than 2 million cars a year.  But while there are long waiting lists for popular models, some analysts warn that China’s automobile market can’t absorb all of the ambitious expansion plans of foreign multinationals. (Associated Press)

 

=====================================

In the UK, people use cells phones for closure

======================================

Nine percent of Britons admit to dumping a partner by sending a cell phone text message, according to a survey. Among those aged 15 to 24, the figure rises to 20%. 

 

=========================================================

Study: Caffeine consumption linked to higher blood pressure in teens 

=========================================================
A study sponsored by the National Institutes of Health found that teens who consumed more than 100 milligrams of caffeine a day, the equivalent of four cans of caffeinated soft drinks, had the highest blood pressure readings among a group studied.   Seattle Post-Intelligencer/Scripps Howard News Service (5/4 

==================================

Dubai Records 17% Tourism Growth In Q1 

==================================
The number of visitors to Dubai of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) hit a record 1.5 million high for the first quarter of 2004, a 17-percent increase over the same period last year, the English newspaper Gulf News reported Tuesday. Confidence is growing that Dubai, the commercial and port centre city of UAE, is on track to meet its ambitious target of 15 million tourists a year by 2010, a government official said on the sidelines of a preview of the 11th Arabaian Travel Market, which opens Tuesday. 
Read the full story >>
 

====================================

Greece's Tourism Declines Ahead Of Games 

=====================================
Greece's tourism sector shows a drop in activity while hotel prices have significantly increased ahead of the 2004 Athens Olympic Games, according to a statement made Monday by Harry Kokkosis, President of the Greek National Tourism Organization (EOT). Kokkosis said that despite the Olympic Games, tourism activity is expected to experience a decline of about 8% compared to last year, due to low hotel reservations and irrationalized price hike. 
Read the full story >>
 

============================================================

When Your Spouse Makes You Sick: Research Probes Toll of Marital Stress
=============================================================

A slew of new research during the past few years shows that marital stress can play a significant role in a person's overall health -- increasing risk for everything from chronic pain to a heart attack. A low-stress marriage can even increase survival chances when a health problem strikes.

While it's long been known that people who are married tend to be healthier and live longer than unmarried people, scientists are increasingly turning their attention to whether the quality of the marriage matters.

Some of the resulting studies have shown that the risk of a bad marriage is as strong as other medical risks. Among patients who suffered congestive heart failure, those with good marriages were more likely to survive. One study linked marital distress to dangerous thickening of the heart wall, just like smoking.

"You can't escape marital stress the way you can other types of stress," says Annmarie Cano, assistant psychology professor at Wayne State University in Detroit and author of a January study on the links between chronic pain and marriage stress. "Most people think of marriage as a comfort zone and a place where you can relax, but when that is stressed, there is no safe haven." (Wall Street Journal)

 

================

The politics of fat 

================
The current media focus on losing weight is more a moral issue than a health issue, say historians who study the issue of obesity. Today's obsession with fatness isn't even strongly rooted in science, says one expert, adding "there is no good evidence that significant long-term weight loss is beneficial to health, and a great deal of evidence that short-term weight loss followed by weight regain [the pattern followed by almost all dieters] is medically harmful."   The New York Times (free registration) (5/1
 

===============================================

Demand for Asian food mimics surge in Asian population 

===============================================
With an Asia-originating population in the U.S. predicted to increase by nearly 9 million from 2000 to 2020, supermarkets are answering the need and including Asian foods and flavors at grocery stores across the U.S. Thai, Chinese and Japanese foods are among the most popular Asian foods on grocers' shelves. Click here to watch a video on Asian foods.   MSNBC (4/29)

 

============================================================

China Orders New Probe Of Construction Projects In Overheated Industries

============================================================

SHANGHAI, China -- Beijing broadened its investigations into construction projects in its latest attempt to cool the economy, as leaders in neighboring South Korea met Friday to plot strategies for coping with a possible slowdown. Taking aim once again at sectors it says are overheated due to excessive investment, China's cabinet ordered a nationwide examination of most construction projects that will focus on the steel, aluminum and cement industries, state media reported.

Property developments such as office buildings, shopping malls and golf courses will also be probed in the search for "haphazard" and "redundant" projects, the official Xinhua News Agency said. China's economic planners worry that the investment boom is unsustainable and that it is straining the country's debt-laden financial system. Shortages of fuel, electricity and some commodities have pushed prices sharply higher, raising concern over inflation. The efforts to slow economic growth, which surged to an annual rate of 9.7% in the first quarter, are rattling neighboring countries that have grown increasingly dependent on China's booming economy.

 

South Korean economic officials and economists met Friday to discuss the impact of Beijing's credit-tightening measures, but said they would not revise their economic policy. South Korea's exports to China expanded 48% last year, accounting for 80% of the country's $15 billion trade surplus, and a Trade Ministry official in Seoul put the potential loss in exports from a slowdown at $1 billion. (Wall Street Journal)

 

===========================================

New Zealand: Tourists Pour $6 Billion Into Economy 

===========================================

OVERSEAS tourists poured a record $ 6.4 billion into New Zealand's economy last year--a 3.9 per cent increase in spite of international travel being hit by fears over Sars, terrorism and the Iraq war. The tourism sector is celebrating the figures, which show that Australians spent more than $ 1 billion, cementing their place as New Zealand's most important tourist market. More tourists than ever are coming back, with only half of all international visitors surveyed being on their first visit to New Zealand. Tourism Minister Mark Burton was delighted with his ministry's figures. 
Read the full story >>
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Feel free to send this newsletter to a friend

 

If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter, click here or kindly reply and put in the subject line “unsubscribe”

 

Click here for your valued comments

