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“It is better to be over the hill than under it.”  (The Unknown Over The Hill Person)

Dear Friends,

I just returned from the NRA Show here in Chicago.  For the most part there were few surprises. However again I have kept my eye on the number of European manufacturers who have found their way into the US market.  A year ago I was telling colleagues to watch Electrolux.  They appear to be a very deliberate company, very patient, and certainly committed to the development of the USA market for their product lines.  This is just one company.  Things should get very interesting over the next several years.

Let me extend my thanks to the NAFEM group to inviting me to speak at their International Conference on June 22, 2004.  I will be covering the topic of doing business in Europe.  Aside from my involvement, the entire day should be a real winner to any company (either beginning or export professionals) wishing to know more about getting their products sold overseas. 

To let you know how small a world we live in, click on this site.  It is incredible. http://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/primer/java/scienceopticsu/powersof10/index.html
Keith’s Korner:  Buehler Napa Valley cabernet 2001 is a great choice.  In fact any of the Napa Cabernets are fantastic regardless of price.  Keith Jaffee welcomes your feedback at keith.Jaffee@focuspg.com
This week some interesting things to look at:

1. American companies looking off shore for talent

2. If you like cheese, here are a few tips on storing it.

3. All the low carb stuff -  how about a clean definition?

4. On top of that, the bread industry mounting a counter attack on low carb

5. Business travel in China on the way up – that’s no surprise.

6. French’s mustard – 100 years old?

7. The World Health Organization now into the obesity issue.  And I thought this was only an American problem.

8. And who is fighting the WHO efforts?  Sugar.

9. UK putting brakes on ads for snack foods aimed at kids.

10. How much pizza is eaten in the USA?  This may be surprising to you.

11. Researchers developing fatty vegetables? What is that all about?

12. Childhood obesity a problem of worldwide concern.

13. Putting a little Las Vegas in Singapore

14. Nevada opening travel office in China.  Now that’s interesting

15. Next vacation spot?  Why not try Libya?

16. US Brands taking a little of a beating overseas

17. Caffine prevents liver disease? What isn’t it good for?

18. Travel experts expect billions of increase dollars spent on travel in 04.  What does that mean for world foodservice?

19. Gay weddings: how does the foodservice industry stand to gain?

20. Visiting Greece now?  May not be a bad idea as prices tumble.

21. WI FI phones are the next move to low cost telecommunication.

22. Aussies going back to Bali despite nightclub bomb blast

23. Cholesterol lowering drugs may bring new hope to MS patients.  This is very interesting – take time to read this.

I hope that all remains well with everyone.  Again thanks for all the feedback and kind words.  It was great seeing many of you at the NRA show.  My plans are to continue to be active in the industry and helpful where ever I can.

Regards and best wishes,

Bill

================================================

American companies looking more to foreign-born CEOs 

================================================
Foreign-born CEOs are on the rise in the U.S., however, European and Asian companies typically prefer to hire their own for top spots. Reasons for the disparity: foreign-born professionals began seeking jobs at U.S.-based multinationals years ago, and American culture is more accessible. McDonald's and Coca-Cola are just two companies that recently named CEOs who were born abroad.   The Wall Street Journal (subscription required) (5/25)

====================

Cheese Storage Tips 

=====================
Keep your cheeses tightly wrapped and sealed. Fresh cheeses, such as Mascarpone, are high in moisture and should be kept tightly sealed. Take special care with aromatic cheeses, such as Blue, as their aroma can spread. Shredded cheeses lose moisture quickly, so wrap tightly and use within a few days. For more information, visit www.ilovecheese.com.

=========================

Companies want FDA to define "low carb" 

====================================
Foodmakers are clamoring for the FDA to regulate how the industry defines "low carb" so legitimate companies can better compete with the ones that put misleading statements on their labels. Though marketing a product as "low carb" does have selling power, companies such as Whole Foods Markets won't accept new products that dub themselves as low carb until the FDA makes a decision, which is likely by this summer.   USA TODAY (5/25)

================================
Bread industry fights back 

================================
The American Bakers Association has teamed up with the North American Millers' Association to launch a marketing campaign on the benefits of bread in a low-carb world. The ads will position bread as a "good guy," rather than attack low-carb diets head-on, but one advertising executive says the campaign's $5 million annual budget is too small.   The Wall Street Journal (subscription required) (5/20)[image: image1]
============================

Business Travel On Rise In China 

=============================
Business tourism in China has been expanding alongside economic growth in recent years, a Chinese commerce official said here Sunday. Economic globalization has boosted business tourism, and China's rapid economic growth has also created favorable conditions for its development, said Yu Guangzhou, Chinese vice minister of commerce. China will promote comprehensive and harmonious development of business tourism, said Yu at the International Business Tourism Summit. Sun Gang, deputy director of the China National Tourism Administration, said business tourism has contributed to the economy with the development of globalization. 
Read the full story >>
========================

French's mustard turns 100 

=========================
First introduced to the world at the 1904 World's Fair in St. Louis, French's mustard now sells 125 million bottles a year. The mustard's ingredients -- vinegar, turmeric, garlic seeds, mustard powder and a few secret spices -- have not changed in a century.   USA TODAY/Associated Press (5/21)

=================================================================

WHO launches campaign against obesity to counter surge in deaths worldwide 

==================================================================
In a move to curb the increase in deadly chronic diseases worldwide, the World Health Organization is launching a campaign against obesity. The plan, adopted May 22 in Geneva, recommends people limit intakes of fats, sugar and salt, which are blamed for a major increase in cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes and some cancers. Those diseases account for nearly 60% of the 56.5 million annual deaths worldwide that are considered preventable.   The New York Times (free registration) (5/22),   Reuters (5/22),   Seattle Post-Intelligencer/Associated Press (5/22)[image: image2]
======================================
WHO obesity plan may be stymied by sugar industry 

=======================================
Backers of a World Health Organization plan to combat the global obesity epidemic say they are worried about behind-the-scenes maneuvers by the sugar industry to mobilize sugar-producing countries to oppose the measure. A draft of the plan, which may be adopted this week, recommends limiting the intake of fats, sugar and salt. A representative of Guyana said a worldwide decrease in sugar consumption could hurt the economies of Caribbean nations, adding that the plan's conclusions were not based on sound science.   Yahoo!/Reuters (5/19),   Financial Times (London) (subscription required) (5/20)

========================================
U.K. may consider banning snack food ads aimed at kids 

=========================================
A bill to be introduced in the U.K. Parliament would effectively outlaw snack food ads aimed at children and require the government to find ways to promote the consumption of healthy foods. The bill also would require the Food Standards Agency to classify foods as "healthy" or "unhealthy"; any food deemed unhealthy could not be marketed to children.   FoodNavigator (5/19)

=======================================
Per Capita Consumption of Pizza is 46 Slices Per Year 
=======================================
Three billion pizzas are sold every year in the US, or 46 slices per person. Be sure to grab your piece of that pie by differentiating your pizzas from the competition. The best way to do that is to use unique cheese blends on your pizzas. Cheddar, Provolone and Monterey Jack are favorite cheeses, in addition to Mozzarella. Visit www.ilovecheese.com for more information.

================================
Researchers develop fatty vegetables 
================================
Working with a member of the cabbage family, researchers in the U.K. added genes from algae and fungus to create a vegetable with high levels of polyunsaturated fatty acids. The scientists assert the engineered plants are a "breakthrough in the search for alternative sustainable sources of fish oils," which are widely recognized as being beneficial to reducing heart disease and other ailments.   FoodNavigator (5/19)[image: image3]
============================================
Childhood obesity problem expanding to global proportions 
============================================
Obesity problem in children is becoming a worldwide condition, with as many as 10% of children, or 155 million youths worldwide, meeting standards of being overweight or obese, say health officials. The problem is most severe in the U.S., where about 10% of children are obese and 30% more are overweight, but the figures are increasing in Europe, the Middle East and the Asia/Pacific, according to a report from the London-based Obesity Task Force, and the authors call for "urgent action."   MSNBC/Reuters (5/13)[image: image4]
================================

U.S. Casino Giant Wants Stake In Singapore 

======================================
Flush from the glitzy opening of its US$240 million (S$410 million) casino in Macau this week, Las Vegas Sands Inc wants to take a gamble on Singapore. A spokesman for the company, the parent of the sprawling Venetian Casino Resort in the Las Vegas strip, said yesterday that it is "very interested" in developing a casino here and that it has been in talks with the authorities for the last two months. 
Read the full story >>
=====================================
Nevada Will Open Only U.S. Tourism Office In China 

======================================
The Nevada Commission on Tourism (NCOT) will officially open Nevada's first tourism office in Beijing June 11, becoming the only U.S. state tourism department to be represented in the People's Republic of China, Lt. Gov. Lorraine Hunt announced Wednesday. Hunt, NCOT chair, will lead a delegation of Nevada tourism and hotel industry representatives to China to celebrate the opening of the new office and conduct a tourism-building mission with Chinese government and tourism officials and airline representatives. 
Read the full story >>
===================================

Libya: Sol Melia, Others Consider Resorts 

====================================
Sol Melia SA and other Majorcan hotel chains are studying building tourism resorts on the coast of Libya, Cinco Dias reported, citing comments by deputy chairman of the Majorcan hotel chain association Antoni Munar. According to Cinco Dias, the Libyan government is currently seeking to boost tourism and is not opposed to the entrance of foreign hotel operators. The Majorcan hotel groups initially plan to gain a foothold with the help of some of the country's existing 20 hotel establishments, located primarily in Tripoli, before building new resorts along the coast, it said. 
Read the full story >>
====================================

Popularity of U.S. brands drops worldwide 

=====================================
In a survey of 30,000 consumers around the world, NOP World found the popularity of a wide array of U.S. brands has fallen recently. A representative of the group said growing worldwide resentment of American values can cut support for the country's brands and products, arguing, "The danger here is that even a 1 or 2 percentage point decline is not good news for companies that want to grow."   CNNmoney (5/21)[image: image5]
================================
Caffeine may help prevent liver disease 

================================
Those people who consume at least two cups of coffee a day are 44% less likely to show signs of liver damage, while those who drink any caffeinated beverages are 69% less likely, a study says. This follows another recent study finding coffee consumption can cut deaths from cirrhosis of the liver.   FoodNavigator (5/21)

======================================
Experts Predict Billions In Increased Travel During '04 

=======================================
A strong surge in consumer travel and travel planning may be the come-back the industry has waited three years for, with leading national travel experts predicting a healthy six percent growth in travel this year over last. Experts speaking at a travel and tourism industry symposium held Thursday at Universal Orlando forecast 2004 total travel spending at $585 billion -- up $33 billion from 2003 -- and they spoke of the strongest growth in years in everything from hotel bookings to consumer spending on travel packages. 
Read the full story >>
==========================================
Gay weddings offer new opportunities for caterers, hotels 
==========================================
The first legal gay weddings took place yesterday in Massachusetts, and high-end caterers, banquet halls and retailers see this expansion of the wedding industry as ripe for profit.   Star Tribune (Minneapolis-St. Paul)/New York Times News Service (free registration) (5/18)

================================
Greece: Prices Tumble As Olympics Loom 
================================
The Olympic Games are having a disastrous effect on Greece's tourism industry. Travel companies report that security fears, heightened by another bomb in Athens on Thursday, and stories about outrageously high hotel prices have resulted in bookings being a third down year on year; they are now being forced to offer packages for as little as £70 a week. "Greece expected this year to be a sellout," says the specialist operator Sunvil Holidays. "In fact, the opposite is true. People have heard about hotels in Athens putting up prices by between five and 12 times, and wrongly assumed it is the same everywhere in Greece. Now companies are slashing prices. We can't remember a time when prices have been so low." 
Read the full story >>
================================
Cutting calling costs with Wi-Fi phones
================================
NEW YORK (AP) -- Now that some Wi-Fi "hot spots" have grown into broader neighborhood "hot zones," the next wave is waiting: Phones and gear that send conversations over wireless Internet networks -- for free or at a fraction of the cost of traditional calls.  Mobile phone maker Motorola Inc. plans to introduce a device that would seamlessly switch calls from cellular networks to cheaper Wi-Fi networks wherever they're available. Discount carrier IDT Corp. is testing consumer Wi-Fi phone service in Newark, New Jersey.

If successful, Wi-Fi calling would be one more factor decreasing calling costs and shrinking revenue at traditional carriers. "The potential is enormous as an alternative to conventional telephony," said John Jackson, a wireless-technology analyst at The Yankee Group.

Wi-Fi phones employ a technology known as Voice over Internet Protocol, which translates conversations into packets of data that are sent over the Internet, instead of the old, circuit-switched phone system, for part of their journey.  The technology slashes the traditional notion of "long distance" -- just as there's no extra charge to send e-mails around the world -- and cuts out some of the access fees regional Bell carriers charge.

Wi-Fi antennas broadcast a high-speed Internet connection over the radio spectrum to computers within a few hundred feet. Because that part of the spectrum is unlicensed, free and low-priced Wi-Fi access has cropped up in cafes, bookstores and airports. There are about 18,000 Wi-Fi hotspots in the United States, and it's used in hundreds of thousands of homes. (Wall Street Journal)

===================================
Bali Bounces Back As Aussies Book In Bulk 
===================================
Tourism operators believe Bali is poised to regain its status as the most desirable international holiday destination for Australians. Australian Bureau of Statistics figures indicate the island has made it to second spot in our vacation stakes, ahead of the UK, US and Fiji. Last year, Bali's popularity was far greater than any other Asian holiday destination, exceeding nearest rival Thailand by 45,000 visitors, and Singapore and Malaysia by more than twice this number. Only New Zealand attracts more Australian holidaymakers than Bali. 
Read the full story >>
===================================
Statin Drugs May Help Multiple-Sclerosis Patients

====================================
LONDON -- Popular cholesterol-lowering drugs known as statins may help to treat multiple sclerosis, according to the results of a small study to be published today in the British journal Lancet. Patients who were given a six-month course of the statin, simvastatin, saw an average 44% reduction in brain lesions, according to the study. While the finding is preliminary and needs to be confirmed in a larger setting, it provides an intriguing indication that the popular cholesterol drugs may help against MS, an unrelated degenerative disease of the nervous system. Simvastatin is the generic name for Zocor, a drug made by Merck & Co.

Multiple sclerosis is notoriously difficult to treat. Current medicines are expensive, only partly effective, and must be injected. By contrast, statins "are very cheap drugs with very few side effects, and they can be taken orally," said Inderjit Singh, a neurogeneticist at Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston and one of the authors of the study.

Though the results of the 30-patient trial are encouraging, there are plenty of unknowns. To learn more about how statins might work on MS patients, Dr. Singh said he hopes to soon begin a larger trial involving 200 patients and lasting for two years.

This week, the United Kingdom government became the first country to allow a statin to be sold without a prescription. In the summer, a low-dosage version of Merck's Zocor will go on sale in British pharmacies, marketed as Zocor Heart-Pro through a licensing arrangement with Johnson & Johnson. Four years ago, the Food and Drug Administration considered -- and rejected -- the possibility of allowing statins to be sold without a prescription. Now there are signs that the U.S. agency is ready to reconsider the issue. The U.K. government's decision may spur that on.

While the cholesterol-fighting ability of statins is well established, many doctors believe the medicines could be a lot more versatile. Preliminary tests -- some in animals, some in people -- have suggested that statins may help to treat other ailments, including dementia and osteoporosis and even cancer. Earlier laboratory studies have shown that statins appear to help inhibit tumor growth in cell cultures, and the results of some research on statins and colon cancer is scheduled to be presented at the June meeting of the American Society of Clinical Oncology. (Wall Street Journal)
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