Today I can complain because the weather is rainy or be thankful that the grass is being watered for free.

August 8, 2004

This newsletter is free and sent only to a select group of contacts that I have developed throughout the world. You can show your support by forwarding it to a friend.  Thanks for reading my newsletter and hearing your feedback; I enjoy bringing you these manic bits of minutia manna.  -Bill Stella
Dear Friends,

Over the past 10 months I have been fortunate to be able to continue my contacts with all my worldwide friends and contacts through this newsletter.  First of all thank you for allowing me to send this to you.  I am sure with all the junk mail that you get while trying to manage hectic schedules; demands on your time are constant.  I cannot tell you how appreciative I am of all the comments and suggestions that you keep sending to me.

I suppose the real payoff is when I have people contact me (unsolicited) asking to be put on the list.

Some recent happenings to me – I will be teaching through the Internet economics and global management for the University of Phoenix.  The time commitment is small ( 4 week course with a few hours a week) and would not interfere with making a living since I never go to a classroom.  No it is not my new career, just an interesting challenge until the next opportunity arrives.

Keith’s Korner:  Charles Krug Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 2001.  Remember the Napa 2001 Cabs are a great year. I found this in an Italian restaurant in Naperville for $33.00 a bottle.  It really was a steal.

This week’s newsletter….

1. Burger King Takes Aim at Brazil (American Fast Food launching a second attack)

2. Chinese expansion presents new logistics questions for KFC (All those new roads could still be a bit bumpy)

3. Hong Kong Tourist Arrivals At Record Levels (Well there go the bargain hotel rates that we have enjoyed for years)

4. The end user: Now, e-mail without all that writing -A voice for the consumer (YOU HAVE TO TRY THIS OUT.  IT IS PERFECT FOR THE TWO FINGER TYPIST)

5. Hong Kong: Hyatt Regency Could Faces Wrecking Ball (That hotel was a wreck when I first stayed in it 10 years ago)

6. Cuba Tourists: By The Left, March (If you need hard cash, keep serving those little umbrellas in the drinks)

7. Doctors emphasize vitamin D consumption (I think doctors have gone through the alphabet on vitamins that are good for you.  The problem is I remember my doctor telling me to take vitamin D over 15 years ago.  Great to have studies to tell us what we already know.

8. USA: Overseas Arrivals To Jump 9% In 2004 (Keep them coming – it’s great for the economy)

9. Mayan Resorts To Start Operations In Argentina (This should be interesting and worth watching)

10. Dutch Study Finds MRI Scans Improve Breast-Cancer Detection (This is a great article on women’s health issues.)

11. Raffles Hotels Doing Better Than Pre-Sars (Hopefully SARS is behind us not only in Singapore but elsewhere throughout the world).

12. Self-cleaning counters may limit bacteria (I am curious to see what NSF – National Sanitation Foundation has to say about this.)

13. Low-carb "fad" fading? (I hope so – all I see these days in the latest in low carb dieting.)

14. New study may provide insight into how obesity works.  (With over 60% of Americans overweight and 30% defined as obese, this should prove interesting.)
15. Athens: Hotels Slash Prices For Olympics (This has the makings of becoming the Olympics that everyone forgot.)

===========================

Burger King Takes Aim at Brazil

===========================

Burger King, maker of the Whopper and other fast-food fare, said it had taken its initial steps toward launching operations in Brazil, South America's largest country. Although still studying the market, Burger King International said in a statement it was in negotiations with suppliers and had hired a public relations and advertising agency in the country. 

Active in almost every other important Latin American country, Burger King had been notably absent in Brazil, allowing rival McDonald's and a slew of other fast-growing domestic chains to take control of the market. Food industry analysts say Brazil has enough room for more fast-food chains, especially as more Brazilians eat out. 

But any new entrants are also likely to face tough local competition and a large low-income population that largely considers a burger, soft drink and fries a luxury meal. A number of international chains like KFC, Domino's Pizza and Arby's tried to break into the market in the 1990s, only to find their efforts stymied by the country's volatile economy and fickle Brazilian tastes. 

Many closed up shop or scaled back operations. KFC and Domino's are only now trying to regain a foothold in the market of 175 million people. 

Burger King Holdings is owned by a private equity group consisting of Texas Pacific Group, Bain Capital and Goldman Sachs Capital Partners.  

Source: Reuters

==================================================

Chinese expansion presents new logistics questions for KFC 

==================================================
As Yum! Brands' reaches deeper into China, opening KFC restaurants in the country's remote northwest region, it faces new challenges to ensure supplies are delivered quickly and safely. Rather than outsourcing these duties, the company has built its own Chinese logistics program which accounts for the country's small road network and includes backup warehouses during winter months.   The Wall Street Journal (subscription required) (8/3)

======================================

Hong Kong Tourist Arrivals At Record Levels

====================================== 
Tourist arrivals in Hong Kong passed the 10-million mark for the first six months of the year, up 68.3 per cent on the same period last year. Releasing the figures yesterday, the Hong Kong Tourism Board said it was the first time the 10-million mark had been reached in the first half of a year. In June, 1.6 million visitors arrived. Among the arrivals, 5.6 million were from the mainland, representing an increase of 75 per cent from last year. 
Read the full story >>
==============================================================

The end user: Now, e-mail without all that writing -A voice for the consumer

================================================================ 

If you are a slow typist, a bad typist, injured or otherwise keyboard-impaired, writing long e-mail messages will always be a pain, even if you're just socializing.

A New York-based company called 2speak is pitching a solution to this problem, and perhaps a few others. The company's Web site, http://www.mail2speak.com/, offers a quick and relatively easy way to dictate an e-mail and send it to as many as 25 people, who can click on a button and listen to your voice message - over and over again if they so desire. The messages can be archived forever, unlike with most traditional voice mail systems.

Mail2speak, unveiled in June, works like this: You fill out a form on the site with your name, your e-mail, your phone number, a subject line and then as many as 25 recipients' e-mails. Then you click on the "call me now" button. Seconds later, your phone rings and you dictate your message. The service transforms your words into a sound file, then e-mails copies to you and all of your recipients. You do not have to download or install any software. The company charges a per-minute fee to record messages, and the cost varies depending on what country you are in and whether or not you are using a mobile phone.

The company is working on a variety of other projects, including an SMS-based service, which would allow you to text the company to begin a recording session, bypassing unreliable mobile data networks. Eventually, Johnson said, 2speak will have a service that will call you back and connect you live to any phone in the world, using voice-over-Internet protocol to offer cheaper calls.


==============================================

Hong Kong: Hyatt Regency Could Faces Wrecking Ball

============================================== 
The owner of the 723-room Hyatt Regency Hong Kong hotel in Tsim Sha Tsui is considering knocking down the 35-year-old building to make way for a retail -commercial complex, citing inadequate returns. The move would leave 568 hotel employees jobless and remove a familiar landmark from the heart of Kowloon's prime tourist district. 
Read the full story >>
=============================

Cuba Tourists: By The Left, March

============================= 
It is no exaggeration to say that for the past decade, foreign tourists have kept Cuba and its Communist revolution alive. Over that period, the industry has averaged double-digit growth and a healthy 25% profit on sales, coming to the island's rescue when the collapse of the Soviet Union removed its previous economic lifeline. In 2003, the tourist industry had sales of $2.1 billion and provided almost half of Cuba's total hard-currency revenues. So far this year, arrivals are up 12%. But Cuba's president, Fidel Castro, has never particularly liked his dependence on tourism (not sex tourism, he insisted in his speech on the anniversary of the revolution this week). Earlier this year, in a video circulated among Communist Party members, Raúl Castro, the president's brother and defense minister, likened the industry to "a tree born twisted that must be uprooted and planted anew." Pruning has been brutal: out have gone the tourism minister, three deputy ministers, and dozens of other top managers and officials. The new tree, it turns out, is a military one: the ministry is now full of staff from Gaviota, a hotel company set up by the armed forces in the early 1990s. 
Read the full story >>
=====================================

Doctors emphasize vitamin D consumption 

=====================================
Noting the current recommended daily intake of 200 units of vitamin D is not sufficient, doctors now advocate ingesting at least 800 units a day. A lack of vitamin D has been linked to rickets, colon cancer, bone fractures, MS, high blood pressure and diabetes.   Journal and Constitution (Atlanta) (free registration) (7/26)[image: image1.png]



=====================================

USA: Overseas Arrivals To Jump 9% In 2004 

=====================================
PricewaterhouseCoopers predicts overseas arrivals to the U.S. will increase by 3.1 percent from 2Q 2004 to 4Q 2004, reaching a level of 1.59 million arrivals in December 2004, as compared to recent troughs of 1.48 million and 1.49 million overseas arrivals in August 2002 and September 2003 respectively. A number of factors including the value of the dollar, and the extended period of time without acts of terrorism on U.S. soil, among others have drawn travelers back into the country. However, visitors wishing to enter the United States now face tougher restrictions at the borders. 
Read the full story >>
=======================================

Mayan Resorts To Start Operations In Argentina

======================================== 
Mexican hotel chain Mayan Resorts is expected to start operations in Argentina in the immediate future, the chain said on July 28, 2004. The Mexican company bought land in the Puerto Madero region in Buenos Aires and the aim of the company is to buy other plots of land on the same place. Mayan Resorts bought the land from Argentine businessman Antonio Berstein for $9.0 mln (7.47 mln euro) and will build a hotel on the place. 
Read the full story >>
=====================================================

Dutch Study Finds MRI Scans Improve Breast-Cancer Detection

=====================================================

A new study presents the best evidence to date that magnetic-resonance imaging dramatically improves breast-cancer screening in women at high risk for the disease.

With as many as 275,000 U.S. women diagnosed with breast cancer every year, the study is likely to spark a clamor for more MRI scanning. But it is a costly procedure -- $1,300 to $1,400, compared with about $110 for a standard X-ray mammogram -- and coverage among the big insurers so far has been limited. In addition, MRIs result in more false alarms than other screening methods, according to the study.

The study's key finding: Women with family histories of breast cancer, or a genetic predilection for it, could benefit from a yearly MRI scan in addition to an annual mammogram. Earlier studies have found the MRI to be useful in high-risk women. But the new study, published in today's New England Journal of Medicine by Dutch researchers, involved 1,909 women with a lifetime risk of at least 15% of getting the disease, making it the largest published, peer-reviewed analysis of the subject to date, scientists say.

The study found that MRIs detected 79.5% of invasive growths in the women, compared with only 33.3% for standard mammography. The study didn't attempt to prove the more expensive test saves lives -- the gold standard by scientists. And the MRIs yielded false alarms 10% of the time, double the rate of mammograms.

While the case for MRIs isn't rock solid, Laura Liberman, a radiologist at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York, says she believes the evidence is strong enough to justify offering MRIs to higher-risk women in addition to annual mammography. "Sometimes in medicine you have to act on the basis of all available data even if it is imperfect," says Dr. Liberman, who wrote an editorial accompanying the study. Some doctors have already begun ordering MRIs for higher-risk women, she adds.

Other studies are looking at ultrasound screening -- which is cheaper and more widely available than MRIs -- to detect cancers in high-risk women. Ultrasound tends to provide a better reading than a mammogram of younger women's denser breast tissue. But so far MRIs appear to detect more cancers, Dr. Liberman says.

Write to Laura Johannes at laura.johannes@wsj.com July 29, 2004

===================================

Raffles Hotels Doing Better Than Pre-Sars 

====================================
Raffles Holdings yesterday released figures showing that its hotel operations are performing better than they were before last year's deadly Sars outbreak, even as it unveiled its ambition to enter new markets like Shanghai, Tokyo, Italy and Dubai. The group's revenue per available room (RevPAR) in the second quarter was $160, which was not only higher than the $119 in the Sars-struck Q2 of last year but also 6.7 per cent higher compared with the more stable Q2 of 2002, when the RevPAR was $150. For the first half of this year, Raffles Holdings' RevPAR was $149.50, against $123 in H1 2003 and again about 6.0 per cent higher than $141 in H1 2002. 
Read the full story >>
==================================

Self-cleaning counters may limit bacteria 

==================================
A company that already markets self-cleaning windows is working on technology it hopes can be used to make countertops that rid themselves of bacteria. PPG Industries and Penn State University researchers are working together on a chemical layer for surfaces that, when exposed to ultraviolet rays from lights, would produce a reaction that destroys the chemical bonds of bacteria.   USA TODAY/Associated Press (7/26)[image: image2.png]



====================

Low-carb "fad" fading?

===================== 
Signs pointing to a decline in the popularity of the low-carb diet may be good news for some in the food industry, but Kellogg and General Mills are among companies whose inventory of reduced-carb offerings is growing, creating what Kellogg's CEO calls "a bit of a glut of low-carb products in the marketplace." A survey commissioned by Morgan Stanley saw a dip in the second quarter in the number of people reportedly on a low-carb diet. Citrus growers welcomed news of the trend's waning popularity, but a vice president at Low-Carb Living magazine said, "It's too early to say it's over."   Detroit Free Press/Bloomberg (7/27),   The Miami Herald (free registration) (7/27)[image: image3.png]



=============================================

New study may provide insight into how obesity works
=============================================
A study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences says the hormone leptin triggers the body's metabolism rate, telling it how fast to burn calories. The scientists believe this information could help in the fight against obesity, which affects 300 million people worldwide.   ConfectioneryNews.com (7/27)

===================================

Athens: Hotels Slash Prices For Olympics

=================================== 
Athens hotels that massively hiked up their prices for the Olympics are now bringing them back down again in a last-minute bid to fill empty rooms. The inflated room rates have been partly blamed for an estimated five million tickets as yet unsold for the games, which start on 13 August. Deluxe rooms in hotels such as the Holiday Inn have dropped from about £1,260 to £800 per night, according to Suzi Stembridge, director of Greece specialist Filoxenia. "Last week hotels started saying 'give us a ring, we've got good prices.' They sold rooms to tour operators who just couldn't sell them so now they've dropped the prices." 
Read the full story >>
Feel free to send this newsletter to a friend

Back Issues of the Newsletter can be found on my website: www.dmsintr.com
If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter, click here or kindly reply and put in the subject line “unsubscribe”
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